
Jesus said, 'I am... the true vine'

John 15:1-13 – Leaders version

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions

NB I've found the true vine harder to explain than the previous studies, so make

sure your group is up to this level of mental gymnastics, before you start!

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today.

1. Can you remember all the descriptions Jesus has used to help us understand who he is 

and why he came, and what they all tell us about Jesus?

I am the... bread of life, light of the world, good shepherd, gate, resurrection and the life, way / truth / life.

What does the passage say and mean?

90 minutes

*2. Read John 15:1-2.  What description does Jesus give of himself here and what do you 

think he means?

He is the true vine.  Let the group try to work out what it means to say that Jesus is the true vine, but don't 

give them a definitive answer yet.  (NB if it helps, explain that, in the OT, Israel is pictured as a vine or a 

vineyard.  However, Jesus says that he is the true vine – it's belonging to Jesus, not to Israel, that connects 

us to God).

3. What do you think a farmer does when a branch of his vine doesn't have any grapes on 

it?  Why do farmers prune vines / trees?

NB these are not duplicates of the same question.  Unproductive branches are cut off because they have not  

born fruit.  Pruning is something you do to the fruitful branch, to make it more fruitful – cutting back the 

branch, not cutting it off.

*4. What does it mean to say that someone is a branch on the vine, if Jesus is the vine?

It means that person is connected to Jesus and Jesus is their source of life – they believe and trust him.  
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*5. What do you think is the fruit that Jesus is talking about?

Two common interpretations, Kruse p313, are righteous living (obedience) and new converts.  But this may 

be too narrow.  'The context, which stresses that 'fruit' is produced as the disciples maintain their fellowhip 

with Jesus by keeping his word and when Jesus continues to fellowship with them by the Spirit, suggests 

that 'fruit' refers to the entire life and ministry of those who follow Jesus' teaching and experience his 

presence in their lives through the Spirit.' (Kruse 2003, p313-4) (underlining mine)

*6. Why can't a branch of a vine bear fruit when it's not connected the vine?  Why can't we 

'bear fruit' when we are not connected to Jesus? (v4)

Remember what the fruit is – our life and ministry.  Without being connected to Jesus, we can do good 

things, but that's all they are, good things.  With Jesus, our good things become things that impact his 

kingdom, shines his light into the lives of others and often draws us closer to him as we depend on him for 

strength to do them.

7.  Read v2 and v6.  What do you think Jesus means when he talks about cutting off and 

throwing away unfruitful branches? 

Branches that are not connected to the vine wither, as, ultimately, do people who are not connected to Jesus 

– it's possible to call ourselves a Christian, and do 'Christian things', but not have any relationship with 

Jesus.  These verses are not saying that you can lose your salvation, but that if we are not connected to 

Jesus, there will be judgement – the branches are thrown away into the fire.  Jesus may have been thinking 

of Judas' betrayal when he said this, which had happened earlier that night.

Genuine salvation is evidenced by fruitfulness – change that happens as a result of our relationship with 

Jesus.  

*8. What happens to the branches that do bear fruit, and do you think that, as a branch, 

you would always find this pleasant?

The fruitful branches (those that are connected to the vine and show evidence of this) are pruned.  This is 

not necessarily pleasant!  Pruning involves change!

*9. Read v3-4.  What enables us to bear fruit, as a Christian?

By Jesus' word we are pruned, v3, so it is his word that enables us to bear fruit.  That means we need to 

engage with the Bible and allow it to change us and our lives.  It is being connected / plugged into Jesus, v4,  

that enables us to bear fruit.

(NB, in the Greek, the word for 'clean' is the same as for 'prune').

*10. In view of this, what kind of things do you think 'pruning' might involve, if you are a 

'fruitful branch' (genuine believer)?
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Jesus' word (the whole Bible), teaches and shapes us, bringing our lives more and more under Jesus' 

influence and authority.  This can be painful!  Sometimes we don't like what we read in the Bible, but, having 

established that we've understood it correctly, if we want to bear fruit, we need to address the issue 

prayerfully and with God's help.  

NB Make sure people understand that it is God who does the pruning, not us – we don't prune each other!

11. Read John 15:7-8.  What do you think this means?

Jesus isn't giving us free reign to pray for whatever we want in the knowledge that God will have to provide 

it!  The promise of answered prayer is linked to God's glory and our bearing much fruit, and the prayer is 

linked with us remaining in Jesus and Jesus' words remaining in us.  So it's about asking for Jesus to act in 

line with his own word, and to the glory of God.  Compare with John 14:13-14 – Jesus tells us to ask in his 

name and he will respond in order to bring glory to God.  This doesn't mean we can add 'in Jesus' name' to 

the end of a prayer to guarantee a positive outcome – asking in his name means asking according to his will.

*12. How does our bearing fruit, v8, bring glory to God?

God is glorified – recognised for who he is – when other people see his power in our lives, and see that we 

are Jesus' disciples / followers.  As we follow Jesus, we become more like him in character, attitude and 

behaviour, and this reflects God's character to the world.  Things that are changing in us because we are 

following Jesus bring glory to God.  

13. Read John 15:9-11.  What does Jesus tell us about his love for us, and why do you 

think obeying his commands is linked to remaining in his love?

Jesus loves us as the Father loves him – totally, unconditionally, indescribably.  Our obedience to Jesus 

shows that we love him, John 14:23.  Our obedience does not increase his love for us, because 1. his love is  

immeasurable and can't be increased! and 2. he has done all that needs to be done on the cross, so our 

obedience can't improve on that amount of love.  Our obedience is in response to what Jesus has done, to 

how much he loves us, not in order to gain his love / pay him back for what he has done for us.  

This is a really important point, so make sure eveyone's got it!
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?
Can you think of a time when you were 'pruned' by God?  What 

happened and how did you feel about it?  Can you see now that it was a 

good thing, even if it was tough at the time?

If no-one can think of such a time, make sure you have one of your own to share!



14. Read John 15:12-13.  What do you think Jesus means, and what does this look like in 

practice?

Jesus is talking about sacrificial love for others.  We cannot die for the sins of anyone else.  Jesus has 

already done it.  But our love for each other can be, and should be, sacrificial – it should cost us something.  

Think as a group about what this might look like on the wings – sharing, spending time with each other, 

being honest.  Make sure that people understand that being sacrificial is not the same as being a door-mat 

or being bullied.

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell.
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?
Are there times when, even though you know Jesus has done 

everything that needs to be done to save you, and you can't pay 

him back, your motives for obeying him slip into somehow trying to 

impress him?  What do you need to do when this happens?

It's not necessarily the action that is the problem, it's the motivation behind it. 

When we realise our motivation for obedience is wrong, we need to repent, and 

change the way we are thinking about what we're doing.  The action itself may 

not need to change at all.

?
In what way can you show your love for others in this prison?

Try to think of SMART goals – goals that are specific, measurable, attainable, 

relevant / realistic and timely.



Jesus said, 'I am... the true vine'

John 15:1-13

1. Can you remember all the descriptions Jesus has used to help us understand who he is 

and why he came, and what they all tell us about Jesus?

What does the passage say and mean?

2. Read John 15:1-2.  What description does Jesus give of himself here and what do you 

think he means?

3. What do you think a farmer does when a branch of his vine doesn't have any grapes on 

it?  Why do farmers prune vines / trees?

4. What does it mean to say that someone is a branch on the vine, if Jesus is the vine?

5. What do you think is the fruit that Jesus is talking about?

6. Why can't a branch of a vine bear fruit when it's not connected the vine?  Why can't we 

'bear fruit' when we are not connected to Jesus? (v4)

7.  Read v2 and v6.  What do you think Jesus means when he talks about cutting off and 

throwing away unfruitful branches? 
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8. What happens to the branches that do bear fruit, and do you think that, as a branch, you 

would always find this pleasant?

9. Read v3-4.  What enables us to bear fruit, as a Christian?

10. In view of this, what kind of things do you think 'pruning' might involve, if you are a 

'fruitful branch' (genuine believer)?

11. Read John 15:7-8.  What do you think this means?

12. How does our bearing fruit, v8, bring glory to God?

13. Read John 15:9-11.  What does Jesus tell us about his love for us, and why do you 

think obeying his commands is linked to remaining in his love?
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?
Can you think of a time when you were 'pruned' by God?  What 

happened and how did you feel about it?  Can you see now that it was a 

good thing, even if it was tough at the time?



14. Read John 15:12-13.  What do you think Jesus means, and what does this look like in 

practice?

© Gillian Pegler / Time for Change Ministries 2014

?
Are there times when, even though you know Jesus has done 

everything that needs to be done to save you, and you can't pay 

him back, your motives for obeying him slip into somehow trying to 

impress him?  What do you need to do when this happens?

?
In what way can you show your love for others in this prison?


