
Jephthah – if I save, I will rule

Judges 10-11– Leaders version

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today.

1. What was the main lesson you learnt in the last study we did, about Gideon?

Let the group tell you what they remember, and if no-one’s mentioned it, remind them of God saving the 

people through a man who knew he didn’t have the strength, but God supplied it, and about God saving the 

people through a tiny army of 300, again showing that God was the one who saved the Israelites, not 

Gideon.

What does the passage say and mean?

90 minutes

*2. Read Judges 10:6.  What did the Israelites do next?

They served the Baals and the Ashtoreths, local gods, and the gods of 5 surrounding nations.  

*3. Read Judges 10:7.  How did God feel about this?  Does this surprise you?

God was angry.  Some of your group may not have thought about God being angry at what people do 

before, help them to see that anger is not the opposite of love – the opposite of love is not caring.  If God 

didn't care about our sin / rebellion, it would mean he didn't love us.  The fact that he gets angry shows us 

that he loves us and our actions affect him deeply.

*4.  What did God allow in v7-8?  Why do you think God let this happen?

God let the Philistines and Ammonites conquer the Israelites.  The Israelites were subject to the foreign 

nations for 18 years.  

God effectively gave the Israelites what they wanted.  They wanted to serve the gods of the surrounding 

nations, so the surrounding nations became their oppressors.  God had warned them of the consequences 

of following other gods, Joshua 23:15-16.
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*5. SHOUT-OUT  Why did the Israelites keep making the same mistake?

Let the group brainstorm.  Then remind them of the sinfulness of human nature, that sin comes from our 

hearts, Mark 2:17, and our rebellion against God is a reflection of this.

Questions 6-8 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart 

sheets for the group to work on in pairs.

*6. SDL Read Judges 10:10.  What do the Israelites cry out to the Lord and what do you 

think God will reply?

They confess their sin.  (They're not obviously repentant of their sin at this point though, just sorry about the 

consequenses of it).  

We expect God to have mercy.

*7. SDL What does God say in v14?  Does this surprise you?  Is it fair?

God replies in v11-14 that he's saved them multiple times and they continue to worship foreign gods, so he 

will no longer save them.  He says that they should call for help from the gods they have chosen – which are 

not real gods, and so can't help. 

This should surprise us if we think God is a push-over, or if we see God only as loving, with no concept of his  
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?
Can you identify a way in which you idolise something other than 

God?  Can you see how an idol controls you but can't save you?

Have some suggestions ready, in case the group can't identify anything e.g. 

money, relationships, power, possessions (wanting the next i-phone) etc.

*?
Sometimes we ask why God allows us the choice to sin in his world. 

What do you think?  Why doesn't God just stop us from sinning?

God has the power to completely stop us from sinning, but he chooses not to 

exert it (although he does give us the strength to resist temptation, he doesn't 

override our choice).  If God stopped us from sinning, we would not have free will 

or choice, and would be his puppets.  God wants us to choose to follow him, not 

to choose to sin, but in giving us that free will he knowingly took the risk that we 

would reject him.



judgement and justice.

Ultimately, yes, this is fair.  God gives the people what they have chosen.

*8. SDL How has the attitude of the Israelites changed in Judges 10:15-16?  How does 

God respond?

Now they are more than sorry, they are repentant – they get rid of the foreign gods and surrender to God.  

When their attitude becomes genuine repentance, God is unable to bear their misery.

Explain: Jephthah was a warrior, and was the son of a man called Gilead and a prostitute. Gilead's other 

sons threw Jephthah out because he was not their mother's son.  Later, his brothers come to him and ask 

him to lead them in battle against the Ammonites, the oppressors of Israel. (Judges 11:1-6).

*9. Read Judges 11:7-10.  What does Jephthah say must happen if he agrees to lead 

them in battle against their enemies?

Jephthah says that if he comes to save them, then he will also rule over them.  They had offered this as a 

deal, but he clarifies it before accepting.
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*?
 How does Jephthah point forward to Jesus in Judges 11:8-10?

Also see John 14:23.

Jesus is not only our Saviour, he is also our King.  If we believe and trust in him 

for salvation, our obedience should be to him too.  

*?
How would you explain the difference between being sorry and 

being repentant?

• Sorry – regretful about the consequences of sin, and it's effect on you / 

others

• Repentant – sorry about the sin itself and it's offence to God, including 

a change of mind about engaging in such a thing again



10. Jephthah sends messengers to the Ammonite king to ask why he has attacked Israel.  

What is the king's reply in 11:13 and is it true, v21-22?

The king says that Israel took the Ammonites' land, but v21-22 tell us that it actually belonged to the 

Amorites, not the Ammonites.  So the king doesn't have a valid claim for war.

(The Arnon and the Jabbok are tributaries of the Jordan, and these three rivers were the boundaries of the 

territory of Gilead).

11. Jephthah sends messengers back to the king, with a historical argument (v14-22), a 

theological argument (v23-24) and a legal argument (v25-27) regarding who the land 

belonged to.  Read v28 and v32-33.  How did the king respond to the messenger and what 

did Jephthah do next?

The king paid no attention, so Jephthah went to war against the Ammonites and God gave him the victory.

12. What do you think will happen next?  Why?

Think about the pattern we've been reading about in Judges, then read Judges 13:1.  This cycle keeps 

happening because people are sinners.  We need a Saviour who won't die and whose salvation is eternal...

13. What does the word mercy mean?  How does this account of Jephthah overcoming the 

Ammonites show God's mercy to the Israelites?

Mercy – not giving someone what they deserve.  In this case, the Israelites deserved to be left to suffer the 

consequences of their choice to follow other gods.  But God didn't give them what they deserved.  

*14. How does Jesus' death on the cross show God's mercy on us, at the same time that 

God's justice is fulfilled?  (See Mark 10:45)

God's justice says that sin must be punished, and that punishment is physical / spiritual death – this is what 

we deserve.  God cannot ignore our sin, or brush it under the carpet – if he did that, it would mean he didn't 

care about it or about us.  But he does care, very deeply.  Our sin is so offensive to God that it causes us to 

be separated from him.  God's justice says that someone has got to die for my sin.  Jesus died in our place, 
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?
Read John 14:23 again.  Is your love for Jesus reflected in 

obedience to his teaching?  

Gently help individuals to identify for themselves particular areas where their 

behaviour does not reflect Christ, and help them to try to think of ways that 

things could change.



as a ransom for us – he paid the price of our sin for us.  He was our substitute, it should have been me dying 

for my sins.

*15. Read John 18:36-37 and Mark 1:15.  What Kingdom did Jesus bring and who is it's 

King?

The Kingdom of God – God is it's King.

When we are saved from our sins, we become part of the Kingdom of God – it's a kingdom that is found 

inside us, not a geographical one.  If we know that Jesus has died and risen for us, then he is our King and 

Lord, as well as our Saviour (Acts 2:36).

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell.
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Jephthah – if I save, I will rule

Judges 10-11

1. What was the main lesson you learnt in the last study we did, about Gideon?

What does the passage say and mean?

2. Read Judges 10:6.  What did the Israelites do next?

3. Read Judges 10:7.  How did God feel about this?  Does this surprise you?

4.  What did God allow in v7-8?  Why do you think God let this happen?

5. SHOUT-OUT  Why did the Israelites keep making the same mistake?
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?
Can you identify a way in which you idolise something other than 

God?  Can you see how an idol controls you but can't save you?

?
Sometimes we ask why God allows us the choice to sin in his world.  

What do you think?  Why doesn't God just stop us from sinning?



Questions 6-8 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart 

sheets for the group to work on in pairs.

6. SDL Read Judges 10:10.  What do the Israelites cry out to the Lord and what do you 

think God will reply?

7. SDL What does God say in v14?  Does this surprise you?  Is it fair?

8. SDL How has the attitude of the Israelites changed in Judges 10:15-16?  How does 

God respond?

9. Read Judges 11:7-10.  What does Jephthah say must happen if he agrees to lead them 

in battle against their enemies?

© Gillian Pegler / Time for Change Ministries 2014

?
 How does Jephthah point forward to Jesus in Judges 11:8-10?

Also see John 14:23.

 

?
How would you explain the difference between being sorry and being repentant?



10. Jephthah sends messengers to the Ammonite king to ask why he has attacked Israel.  

What is the king's reply in 11:13 and is it true, v21-22?

11. Jephthah sends messengers back to the king, with a historical argument (v14-22), a 

theological argument (v23-24) and a legal argument (v25-27) regarding who the land 

belonged to.  Read v28 and v32-33.  How did the king respond to the messenger and what 

did Jephthah do next?

12. What do you think will happen next?  Why?

13. What does the word mercy mean?  How does this account of Jephthah overcoming the 

Ammonites show God's mercy to the Israelites?

14. How does Jesus' death on the cross show God's mercy on us, at the same time that 

God's justice is fulfilled?  (See Mark 10:45)

15. Read John 18:36 and Mark 1:15.  What Kingdom did Jesus bring and who is it's King?
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?
Read John 14:23 again.  Is your love for Jesus reflected in 

obedience to his teaching?  


