
Lent 3

Jesus' trial and death, Matthew's gospel – Leaders version

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today.

Explain that today we are looking at the events that we remember on Good Friday.

*1. Who and what do you need in a trial in order for it to be fair?

Be careful you don't end up talking about personal experiences of trials!!  Stick to answering the question!

An unbiased judge A fair hearing

Reliable evidence A sentence that fits the crime

Reliable witnesses Innocent until proven guilty

No pressure on anyone involved The accused knows at an early stage what the charge is

etc

What does the passage say and mean?

60 minutes

Read Matthew 26:57-66

*2. Who were the judge and jury at Jesus' first hearing, and what was the purpose of the 

trial? (v59) 

The high priest was acting as judge, with the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders as the jury 

– i.e. 'the whole Sanhedrin', v59, which was the high court of the Jews, it had a lot of authority but it could 

not give a death sentence under Roman law.  The purpose of the trial, v59, was to put Jesus to death.  They 

had decided on the sentence before they had had the trial or even any evidence presented!

3. Does this surprise you?  Why?

Jesus hadn't done anything that deserved trial, let alone death, as he had never sinned, but his claims to be 

the Son of God (directly and indirectly) were enough to accuse him of blasphemy under Jewish law and his 

claim to be King of the Jews was enough to convict him under Roman law.  
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It should surprise and sadden us that the religious authorities were the ones who couldn't see who Jesus 

really was, or why he had come.  But if we have read the gospel accounts, then we know that this was how it  

had been from the beginning of Jesus' ministry.

*4. They bring in many false witnesses, until finally someone says something that is 

actually true, although misrepresented.  What do the witnesses report that Jesus said, and 

what is their misunderstanding? (v60-61, and also see John 2:19-21)

They say that Jesus had said that he was able to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in 3 days.  But, 

John 2, what he had actually said was 'Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.' referring to 

his own body and his coming death and resurrection, not to the Jerusalem temple.

*5. The High Priest demands that Jesus tells them if he is the Son of God.  What does 

Jesus say and what does he mean? (v63-64)

He confirms that he is the Christ, the Son of God, but also that he is the Son of Man who will sit at the right 

hand of the Mighty One and come on the clouds of heaven (a phrase that refers to a vision the prophet 

Daniel had of someone who would be led into God's presence and given authority, glory and Kingly power 

over all the world – the Christ).  However, it was actually illegal under Jewish law for one person to testify 

without someone else's account, so Jesus' testimony on his own wasn't legally valid.

6. This is worthy of the death sentence, v66.  They have now got something on Jesus, his 

claim to be the Christ.  He was taken to the Roman governor, Pilate, to be sentenced to 

death.  What did Pilate try to do and what happened? (Matthew 27:15-18 and 27:20-26)

He tried to release Jesus, by offering the crowds the option of Jesus or Barabbas.  The religious authorities 

stirred up the crowds to shout for Barabbas, who was released, and Jesus was sent to be flogged.

*Tell the group that you are going to read the account of Jesus' crucifixion to them, and ask them to try to 

imagine that they are there, living in the scenes played out as the passage is read.  Try to imagine the 

sounds, smells, emotions, sights that are around you.  (This is known as the Ignation method of Bible study).

*7. Read Matthew 27:27-40 to the group   very   slowly   (read it yourself, so the whole group 

can imagine the scene).

What stood out to you about Jesus' crucifixion?

Think about what each person was struck by and why.  If they say something that is not theologically correct 

and is potentially misleading to the group, you will need to gently explain the correct theology to the group.

*8. Read Mark 2:17, Mark 8:31 and Mark 10:45.  Why did Jesus die on the cross?

Use this as an opportunity to re-explain the gospel (if you think your group know the gospel well enough, ask 
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them to explain it to you).  

God created us perfect, and our relationship with him was perfect.  He gave us choice and we chose to sin, 

which means rebelling against him and living our own way, rejecting him as our rightful King.  Sin is so 

offensive to God that it separates us eternally from God, causing spiritual and physical death.  Someone has 

to die for my sin.  Jesus came to die in the place of repentant sinners (repentant = people who recognise that  

they are sinners and say sorry to God, turning away from their old ways) – he gave his life as a ransom for 

repentant sinners, he was our substitute.  Jesus died so that we don't have to.  He came on a rescue 

mission and he knew his mission was to die.  After 2 days he rose again to life, because he had overcome 

death – this means that we too can have eternal life if we repent and believe. 

Questions 9-11 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart

sheets for the group to work on in pairs.

*9. SDL Read Matthew 27:41-43.  Why didn't Jesus save himself from the cross?

Jesus is God, so he could have saved himself from the cross.  But he couldn't save both himself and us.  He 

could either die in our place, paying the ransom for our sins (Mark 10:45) or he could save himself.  But not 

both.  

*10. SDL Read Matthew 27:45.  The Bible tells us that from midday to 3pm it went totally 

dark, while Jesus was on the cross.  Why did this happen?

In the Bible, darkness is often a picture of God's anger.  When Jesus was on the cross, God's anger at sin 

was directed at him, because he was carrying our sins.  The total and unnatural darkness shows us how 

angry God is at sin.

*11. SDL Read Matthew 27:46.  Why had God forsaken (abandoned) Jesus on the cross?

You'll probably end up explaining the Trinity here – have fun!  Jesus really was forsaken (abandoned) by his 

Father, because he was covered in our sin.  Jesus experienced on the cross, what we experience all the 

time – separation from God because of sin.  His cry tells us that he wasn't just sending our sin away, he was 

carrying it away and it was having the same effect on his relationship with the Father as it has on ours.

NB God hadn't 'left the room' – God is omnipresent, so he was there, but Jesus didn't feel any connection 

with him. 

12. Read Matthew 27:50-53.  What two things happened at the exact moment that Jesus 

died and what do they show us?

1. The curtain in the temple was torn in two.  This curtain separated the people from the 'Holy of Holies' 

where God was said to dwell.  The purpose of the curtain was to stop the people from going into the 

presence of God, except for one man, once a year, on behalf of everyone else.  When Jesus died, this 

barrier between man and God was ripped from top to bottom (i.e. from God's end) symbolising the end of the  

barrier between man and God and showing that man is no longer separated from God, because of Jesus' 
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death.

2. There was an earthquake and the tombs opened and the bodies of the (holy) dead were raised to life, 

showing that death had been defeated.   They were seen by many people in Jerusalem after Jesus' 

resurrection.

13. Read Matthew 27:54-56.  How do you think the women felt as they watched all this?

Devastated, despairing, they thought it was all over, etc.  There is no evidence that they were expecting 

Jesus to survive.

14. Read Matthew 27:57-61.  How do we know that Jesus was definitely dead?

• The judge who had sentenced Jesus to death (Pilate) allowed Joseph to take Jesus' body

• Joseph wrapped the body and didn't detect signs of life

• Joseph buried the body (you don't bury your friends alive!)

• Two women saw all this and didn't try to stop him

15. Why do you think the Bible makes it so clear that Jesus is definitely dead?

Because if there was a possibility that he hadn't died, the whole gospel would fall apart!  Jesus had to die for 

our sins, not faint for them.  And, as we shall see next week, the resurrection depends on Jesus being dead.

How can I live according to these truths in my life?

20 minutes

*1. How do you respond to what Jesus did on the cross?

Gently challenge people – do they believe the Bible accounts are true, have they accepted Jesus' death on 

their behalf, are they still wondering what to do with the information? etc

*2. If one of your family or someone on the wing asked you what Good Friday is about, 

what would you say?

3. Could you set apart some time on Good Friday to sit down and read this passage 

(Matthew 27:11-61) again, and think about what Jesus did for you?

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell.
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Lent 3

Jesus' trial and death, Matthew's gospel

1. Who and what do you need in a trial in order for it to be fair?

What does the passage say and mean?

Read Matthew 26:57-66

2. Who were the judge and jury at Jesus' first hearing, and what was the purpose of the 

trial? (v59) 

3. Does this surprise you?  Why?

4. They bring in many false witnesses, until finally someone says something that is actually 

true, although misrepresented.  What do the witnesses report that Jesus said, and what is 

their misunderstanding? (v60-61, and also see John 2:19-21)

5. The High Priest demands that Jesus tells them if he is the Son of God.  What does 

Jesus say and what does he mean? (v63-64)

6. This is worthy of the death sentence, v66.  They have now got something on Jesus, his 

claim to be the Christ.  He was taken to the Roman governor, Pilate, to be sentenced to 

death.  What did Pilate try to do and what happened? (Matthew 27:15-18 and 27:20-26)
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7. What stood out to you about Jesus' crucifixion?

8. Read Mark 2:17, Mark 8:31 and Mark 10:45.  Why did Jesus die on the cross?

9. SDL Read Matthew 27:41-43.  Why didn't Jesus save himself from the cross?

10. SDL Read Matthew 27:45.  The Bible tells us that from midday to 3pm it went totally 

dark, while Jesus was on the cross.  Why did this happen?

11. SDL Read Matthew 27:46.  Why had God forsaken (abandoned) Jesus on the cross?

 

12. Read Matthew 27:50-53.  What two things happened at the exact moment that Jesus 

died and what do they show us?

13. Read Matthew 27:54-56.  How do you think the women felt as they watched all this?

14. Read Matthew 27:57-61.  How do we know that Jesus was definitely dead?

15. Why do you think the Bible makes it so clear that Jesus is definitely dead?
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How can I live according to these truths in my life?

1. How do you respond to what Jesus did on the cross?

2. If one of your family or someone on the wing asked you what Good Friday is about, 

what would you say?

3. Could you set apart some time on Good Friday to sit down and read this passage 

(Matthew 27:11-61) again, and think about what Jesus did for you? 
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