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Colossians 3 v 15 – 4 v 18 

Do it all in the name of Jesus – Leader’s version 

For an hour study, just do the starred * questions  

 

Check in – ask everyone, including leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about 

studying the Bible today. 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

90 minutes 

*1. Read Colossians 3 v 15. What is the peace of Christ? Why are we told to let this rule in 

our hearts?  

Peace with God; made possible through the death of Jesus. We should allow Christ’s peace to rule in our 

hearts 'because as members of one body you were called to peace' (with God and other Christians). 

Whatever rules in our hearts has the over-riding influence in our lives. Think about how to let Christ’s peace 

rule in our heart – does it just happen? is it a decision? do we need to pray for help? etc. 

 

*2. SHOUT-OUT Paul says ‘And be thankful’. What can we be thankful for?  

People may feel they have very little to be thankful for. Try to help them look outside their immediate situation 

and see that they have much to thank God for – Jesus, God’s love, food, life, nature, this study group etc. 

 

*3. Read v16. Paul expects Christians help each other to understand and follow Jesus’ 

teaching. What preparation do we need in order to do this? 

We are to let the word of Christ dwell in us richly. We are to teach Biblical truth, not our own opinions. 

 

*4. How does the word of Christ 'dwell in someone richly'? 

Dwell = live, belong. For the word of Christ to live or belong in us we need to be familiar with it, so reading (or 

hearing) the Bible is a prerequisite! And having read it once doesn’t mean we can stop! 

 

5. What else should be influenced by the word of Christ dwelling in you richly? 

'Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs' – this probably refers to early Christian hymns, which were a way of 

teaching the important doctrines of the faith.  
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If you have time, think about a good hymn / chorus that teaches Biblical truth, for example, 'Amazing 

Grace' or ‘In Christ Alone’.  

 

Questions 6-8 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. Let the group to work in pairs. 

*6. SDL Why do you think both v18 and v19 are in the Bible? 

Verse 18 isn't permission for men to treat women badly. It's a command to Christian women to recognise 

their husband’s authority, as ‘the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church’ (Eph 5 v 

23). The wife willingly submits to the husband in the Lord i.e. as long as her husband isn't asking her to do 

something wrong. The Christians husband’s love for his wife stops from taking advantage of this authority. 

NB This verse is talking about husbands and wives, not about all women submitting to all men etc! 

 

*7. SDL Read v20. Are there times when it's OK to disobey this command of God?  

Yes, when our parents tell us to do something that is wrong in God's eyes. God's honour overrules our 

parent’s authority. Paul was writing to a church and making the assumption that both the children and the 

parents were believers – we can't expect unbelievers to put God's commands into practice. 

This command stands when a child becomes an independent adult. We need to use discernment to know 

how to continue to respect our parents when we have grown up. 

 

*8. SDL Read v21. In what ways might fathers embitter (aggravate) their children?  

For example, think about not being around when you could be (don't pile guilt onto absent fathers), not 

respecting them as people, over-disciplining, under-disciplining, not treating them fairly etc. 

 

9. How does v21 balance v20? 

The parenting relationship only works properly if both parties treat the other well. If the child feels safe in the 

relationship because the parent doesn’t aggravate them, they are in general more likely to obey.  

 

?* 
Read v17. What difference would it make if the word of Christ 

dwelled in you richly and you did everything in the name of Jesus? 

Consider what it means to do everything in the name of Jesus – living His way 

with the desire to bring honour and glory to Him in all you do.  

Think about practical suggestions for how to start to do this – pray for God's help 

before getting out of bed, writing v17 on a piece of paper and sticking it on your 

wall, reminding each other etc. 

Think with the group about how attitudes and behaviours would change if your 

whole life was lived to bring honour and glory to Jesus alone. Think about what 

other people would see if you lived like this (good things but also persecution). 
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*10. Why do you think verses 18-21 are written straight after verses 12-17? 

Verses 12-17 show us how to treat each other in a godly manner. If we live this way, v18-21 will happen 

without too much effort. 

 

 

*11. Read v22-24. What is the principle we can all apply from these verses? What do you 

think this would look like in your life? 

To work in a way that honours God, even when no-one is looking, because it is really Jesus we are serving. 

If we can get our heads round this, the way we work / behave / speak will start to change for the better.  

 

12. Read Colossians 4 v 1. How are slave masters told to behave and why? How do you 

think this applies to employers today? 

The Roman system of slavery was based on status not race and you could buy yourself out of slavery (or sell 

yourself into it). Some slaves had high status jobs (accountants or doctors) although others were treated 

terribly. Roman slaves were viewed as property not people. 

The Bible tells Roman slave masters to provide slaves with what is right and fair because we are all servants 

of Christ. This isn’t condoning slavery; it’s recognising a specific culture and showing Christians how to live in 

a Christlike way within it. This is about recognising the person, not the role, and treating people equally. 

Today, we don't have slaves, so there isn't a direct application, but a helpful link to the workplace may be 

drawn – treating employees well, paying them appropriately, looking after the person not the number etc. 

 

 

 

?* 
Are there any changes you could make to the way you treat your 

partner / children / parents? 

It’s worth reminding the group that although they are trying to change, the other 

person in the relationship is not obliged to change. It’s hard work to treat 

someone well when they treat you badly, but it’s still the right thing to do. (This 

doesn’t mean you should remain in an abusive relationship). 

?* 
What would change if you started to live this way? In what ways do 

you think this could start to happen in the next week?  

Think about the work / education that individual prisoners do, and how they might 

be able to change the way they work or their attitude to work in order to live out 

v23.  
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*13. Read 4 v 2-6. What does Paul tell us to do in v2, and why do you think this is? 

To devote ourselves to prayer – depending on God, expecting Him to answer (although not necessarily in the 

way that you might have in mind!). To be watchful for the answers to our prayers, and thankful for them. 

 

14. What was Paul's prayer request in 4 v 3-4, and does this surprise you? 

Paul is in prison for preaching the gospel. He doesn't ask for prayer for his release, but for opportunities to 

continue to share the gospel and to speak clearly! 

 

15. What do you think v5-6 meant for the Colossians and for us today? 

To share the gospel with unbelievers, being wise in behaviour and making the most of every opportunity to 

tell people about Jesus. Wisdom involves knowing when to speak and when not to! For conversations to be 

consistent with the gospel, interesting ('seasoned') and showing God's love to others.  

 

16. Read 4 v 7-9. What does this verse tell you about the man called Onesimus? 

He is coming to Colossae, he is a Colossian and he is a faithful and dear Christian brother. Tell the group 

that Onesimus is one of the main characters in next week's study – the letter from Paul to Philemon. 

 

17. Read v12-13. How much does Epaphras care about the church at Colossae and what 

example does he set us? 

Epaphras is a Colossian. He started the church at Colossae and is now with Paul. In 4 v 12-13, we see that 

Epaphras cares deeply for this church and wrestles in prayer for them. He sets us the example of praying for 

other Christians to be able to stand firm in their faith and for people who are hearing the gospel in this prison. 

 

 

 

Check out – ask everyone, including leaders, how they found the study and if they are 

safe to go back to the cell. 

 

 

? 
Is there one Christian and one unbeliever you can commit to 

praying for every day this week? Write down what you are going to 

pray for each of them. 

Try to encourage the group to pray for Christians to be built up in their faith etc 

and for unbelievers to listen to the Gospel etc, rather than about personal issues.  
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Colossians 3 v 15 – 4 v 18 

Do it all in the name of Jesus 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

1. Read Colossians 3 v 15. What is the peace of Christ? Why are we told to let this rule in 

our hearts?  

 

 

2. Paul says ‘And be thankful’. What can we be thankful for?  

 

 

3. Read v16. Paul expects Christians help each other to understand and follow Jesus’ 

teaching. What preparation do we need in order to do this? 

 

 

4. How does the word of Christ 'dwell in someone richly'? 

 

 

5. What else should be influenced by the word of Christ dwelling in you richly? 

  

 

 

 

? 
Read v17. What difference would it make if the word of Christ 

dwelled in you richly and you did everything in the name of Jesus? 
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6. Why do you think both v18 and v19 are in the Bible? 

 

 

7. Read v20. Are there times when it's OK to disobey this command of God?  

 

 

8. Read v21. In what ways might fathers embitter (aggravate) their children?  

 

 

9. How does v21 balance v20? 

 

 

10. Why do you think verses 18-21 are written straight after verses 12-17? 

 

 

 

11. Read v22-24. What is the principle we can all apply from these verses? What do you 

think this would look like in your life? 

 

 

 

? 
Are there any changes you could make to the way you treat your 

partner / children / parents? 

 

? 
What would change if you started to live this way? In what ways do 

you think this could start to happen in the next week?  
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12. Read Colossians 4 v 1. How are slave masters told to behave and why? How do you 

think this applies to employers today? 

 

 

13. Read 4 v 2-6. What does Paul tell us to do in v2, and why do you think this is? 

 

 

14. What was Paul's prayer request in 4 v 3-4, and does this surprise you? 

 

 

15. What do you think v5-6 meant for the Colossians and for us today? 

 

 

16. Read 4 v 7-9. What does this verse tell you about the man called Onesimus? 

 

 

17. Read v12-13. How much does Epaphras care about the church at Colossae and what 

example does he set us? 

 

 

 

 

 

? 
Is there one Christian and one unbeliever you can commit to 

praying for every day this week? Write down what you are going to 

pray for each of them. 

 

 


