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Jesus said, 'I am... the resurrection and the life' 

John 11:1-44 – Leaders version 

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions  

 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today. 

 

1. What do you remember from the last study we did? 

Think back to 'I am... the gate' and encourage the group to tell you as much as they can remember, including 

what chapter you were looking at (if they can remember this now, it will help them to find it again in the 

future). 

 

This is a long passage, too long for most prisoners to read, so you will read it to them to 

get the big picture and then focus on smaller details. 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

90 minutes 

Read John 11:1-16 to the group. 

*2. What message did Jesus receive and what did he do about it? 

That Lazarus, Jesus' friend, was sick. Jesus apparently did nothing.   

Notes for leaders: 1. Mary is not Mary Magdalene.  2. Bethany is less than 2 miles from Jerusalem.  3. The 

last time Jesus was in Jerusalem, they tried to stone him, John 10:31, 11:8. 

 

*3. What happens 2 days later, and what do you think about this? (v7-8) 

Jesus tells the disciples that Lazarus has died.  And now he's going to go visit him, despite 10:31... 

 

4. What does Thomas, the disciple, say to the rest of the disciples, and why? 

Paraphrased: Let us go with him, and die with him, if it comes to that.  Thomas knows the danger facing 

Jesus if he goes back to Jerusalem, and he can see that Jesus is going, with or without the disciples.  So he 

decides that he is better off with Jesus, even if it threatens his own life, than getting left behind. 
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*5. SHOUT-OUT Why do you think Jesus is going to Jerusalem, even though he knows 

there's a hit out on him? 

Let the group brainstorm, and then explain why he's going: Jesus knows his mission is to die for the people.  

He knows that this will happen once he sets foot in Jerusalem and he's determined to go through with it.  In 

the past, he's walked away from danger because it hasn't been the right time, e.g. John 10:39, but now he 

knows it's time and walks straight towards it.  He knows that the only way that we can be saved – ransomed, 

redeemed, forgiven etc. - is for him to die in our place. 

 

 

Read v17-21 to the group. 

*6. How do we know Lazarus is definitely dead? 

• He's been buried for 4 days 

• The wake has started, there are lots of visitors (i.e. witnesses) 

• Martha, the man's sister, says he's dead, and that this wouldn't have happened if Jesus had come 

sooner 

 

Questions 4-6 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart 

sheets for the group to work on in pairs. 

*7. SDL Read John 11:21-24.  What do we learn about Martha's faith in Jesus? 

She has faith that Jesus could have healed Lazarus from a fatal disease.  She knows that there will be a 

resurrection of the dead, and Lazarus, as a believer, will be raised from the dead on that day. 

 

*8. SDL Read v25-26.  What does Jesus reply and does this surprise you?  What does 

Jesus mean? 

NB if it doesn't surprise anyone, have they really understood the magnitude of the statement?! 

Jesus means that the resurrection of the dead can only happen through him.  He is the source of eternal life.  

This is a massive thing to say!!   

? 

 Think about the disciples following Jesus to Jerusalem, 

even though he was going to die when he got there.  Do 

you think that you are better off with Jesus, even if it costs 

you a lot, rather than getting left behind? 

Let the group think about the cost of discipleship and about the 

specific costs that they face today and on release. 
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*9. SDL What do we need to do, in order to have eternal life? 

Repent and believe in Jesus.   

Take the opportunity to recap exactly what we are believing – that we (all people) are sinners and our sin 

separates us from God, that Jesus is God incarnate (with skin on!), that he died in our place to pay the 

ransom for our sins, and that he rose again from death, because he had defeated the power of death.  If we 

believe these things, then we know that Jesus' death has paid for our sins, and that we are now 'right' with 

God, there is no longer any gap between us and God because our sin has been dealt with. 

 

10. What is Martha's response? (v27) Does this surprise you in view of recent events? 

She believes that Jesus is the Christ (Messiah), the Son of God.  She gives no evidence of being angry with 

Jesus, or of blaming him for Lazarus' death.  Even in her grief, she totally trusts him.   

 

11. Read John 11:32-37.  How does Jesus react to the grief of the people and how do the 

people react to Jesus? 

Jesus weeps.  He knows death is not the end for Lazarus, but sees the grief of the others and this upsets 

him, as well as the pain he felt about the situation of death causing separation between people.  Some of the 

people question why this man, who had a reputation for healing, couldn't have done something to stop 

Lazarus dying.  

 

12. What can we learn from this about how Jesus feels when we are suffering, and how do 

you feel about that? 

Jesus feels this level of compassion for us too. 

 

Read v38-44 to the group. 

*13. What happens in these verses, and what does it show (v40 & 42)? 

Jesus raises the dead!  He calls Lazarus out from the tomb and he gets up and comes out! 

NB Jesus probably addressed Lazarus by name, rather than just shouting 'Come out!' because he didn't 

want all the dead in that tomb / graveyard to respond, just Lazarus! 

Verse 40 tells us that this miracle (as all of them) demonstrates the glory of God – this is a direct verbal claim 

to be using God's power and to show God's glory – to deity.  In v42 Jesus says that he did this in order that 

people would believe that God had sent him. 

 

14. Can you see now why Jesus didn't come straight away when Mary and Martha told him 

Lazarus was sick? 

If Jesus had come straight away, he could have healed him, but he could only raise him from the dead by 

staying away (letting him die and not being pushed to heal him) and allowing him to die.  Jesus' plan was 
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better, but not easier. 

 

*15. Read Matthew 28:1-7.  What happened on the Sunday after Jesus died?  Why is this 

so important? 

Jesus rose from the dead.  We know this is true, from this passage, because 1. the angel (God's messenger) 

says that it is true, 2. the body has gone, and 3. the Roman guards are still there (if they lost the body, they 

would probably lose their own lives, so it had been in their interest not to lose it). 

Jesus' resurrection is so important because it means that 1. Jesus is alive!  2. Jesus has overcome death – it 

couldn't hold him down, because he is more powerful than even death, 3. It shows that the ransom has been 

accepted – the price of sin, death, no longer has power because Jesus has died and paid the price in our 

place, 4. If we trust in Jesus, then we can follow him through death into eternal life (resurrection) too! 

 

16. Read Acts 2:22-24.  This is the first sermon to be preached after Jesus died.  What is 

the main message? 

The gospel!  Including the resurrection, which tells us how important the resurrection is.  If Jesus hadn't risen 

from the dead, he would just have been one more in a list of 'Messiah figures' who had come to a sticky end.  

But he didn't stay dead... 

 

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell. 

? 

*What difference does Jesus being the resurrection and the 

life make to you? 

A chance to find out where people in the group stand regarding the gospel.  

If they say that the resurrection makes a difference to them, push a little 

further to see how much they trust the gospel, or whether they are just 

giving you the 'right' answer. 

? 

Have you prayed for something and not got an answer 

straight away or not got a 'yes' answer?  Can you see, now 

that you look back, that God was in the situation even though 

he didn't say 'yes'? 
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Jesus said, 'I am... the resurrection and the life' 

John 11:1-44 

 

1. What do you remember from the last study we did? 

 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

Read John 11:1-16 to the group. 

2. What message did Jesus receive and what did he do about it? 

 

 

3. What happens 2 days later, and what do you think about this? (v7-8) 

 

 

4. What does Thomas, the disciple, say to the rest of the disciples, and why? 

 

 

5. SHOUT-OUT Why do you think Jesus is going to Jerusalem, even though he knows 

there's a hit out on him? 

 

 

 

? 

 Think about the disciples following Jesus to Jerusalem, even 

though he was going to die when he got there.  Do you think 

that you are better off with Jesus, even if it costs you a lot, 

rather than getting left behind? 
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Read v17-21 to the group. 

6. How do we know Lazarus is definitely dead? 

 

 

7. SDL Read v21-24.  What do we learn about Martha's faith in Jesus? 

 

 

8. SDL Read v25-26.  What does Jesus reply and does this surprise you?  What does 

Jesus mean? 

 

 

9. SDL What do we need to do, in order to have eternal life? 

 

 

10. What is Martha's response? (v27)  Does this surprise you in view of recent events? 

 

 

11. Read John 11:32-37.  How does Jesus react to the grief of the people and how do the 

people react to Jesus? 

 

 

12. What can we learn from this about how Jesus feels when we are suffering, and how do 

you feel about that? 

 

 

Read v38-44. 

13. What happens in these verses, and what does it show (v40 & 42)? 

 

 

14. Can you see now why Jesus didn't come straight away when Mary and Martha told him 

Lazarus was sick? 
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15. Read Matthew 28:1-7.  What happened on the Sunday after Jesus died?  Why is this 

so important? 

 

 

16. Read Acts 2:22-24.  This is the first sermon to be preached after Jesus died.  What is 

the main message? 

 

 

 

? 

Have you prayed for something and not got an answer 

straight away or not got a 'yes' answer?  Can you see, now 

that you look back, that God was in the situation even though 

he didn't say 'yes'? 

? 

What difference does Jesus being the 

resurrection and the life make to you? 

 


