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Ehud – the leftie 

Judges 3:12-30 – Leaders version 

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions  

 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today. 

 

1. What do you remember from the last study we did? 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

60 minutes 

Read Judges 3:12-30 to the group 

*2. SHOUT-OUT What do you think about the event that you have just read? 

Don't try to make any defence of the passage, or give any explanation, just write their answers on the flip-

chart. 

 

*3. Before all this happened, there had been peace in Canaan for 40 years, under the 

leadership of God's man, Othniel.  What did the Israelites do after Othniel died? (v12) 

They 'did evil in the eyes of the Lord' again – meaning they followed the local gods and forgot about God, 

who had saved them time and time again.  

 

*4. How did God respond to this and why do you think God did this? (v12) 

This is easy to misinterpret, and needs careful explanation to the group!   

God gave a foreign king power over the people of Israel (the name given to God's people, from the new 

name God gave to Jacob, Abraham's grandson).  This could be seen as God taking revenge, not caring, 

giving up etc.  But it's actually a revelation of his love.  Help the group to see that God let Israel have their 

own way, even though it would end badly for them, so they could learn from it that they did need him. 
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Questions 5-7 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart 

sheets for the group to work on in pairs. 

*5. SDL Once king Eglon, the foreign king, had power over Israel, how long did he stay in 

power, and how do you think the Israelites felt once they realised what had happened? 

(v13-14) 

18 years!  Once they realised that they were subject to a foreign king, and the years were slipping by, the 

Israelites must have felt abandoned by God.  Maybe they realised it was their fault? 

 

*6. SDL What did the people of Israel do, and how did God respond? (v15) 

They cried out to God – presumably not until about 18 years had passed!!  We are not told that God delayed 

in responding...  God gave them a deliverer – Ehud.  God moved in the situation to save them.  At this stage, 

we don't know what Ehud is going to do, but we do know that God is going to deliver his people through him. 

 

*7. SDL What is different about Ehud and why do you think we are told this detail? (v15) 

Ehud is left handed.  This isn't much of a scandal today, but in their society, it was.  The Hebrew actually 

says that Ehud couldn't use his right hand, so it was maybe paralysed or deformed, or injured.  The right 

hand symbolised power and ability.  God was sending someone who was considered unable to fight!  No-one 

would naturally have followed him. 

 

*8. What happened next and in what way was Ehud equipped for this situation? (v15-26) 

Ehud gets close enough to the king to kill him.  'If Ehud cannot wield a weapon with his right hand, all 

assume that he cannot wield one at all.  That is why... he is admitted to the presence of the king [when] he 

asks for a private audience with Eglon.  Because of his deformity, he presents no security risk to the 

Moabite.' (Wilcock in Keller 2013, p48) 

It's easy to read this passage and criticise Ehud's methods (I did!).  But the commentaries I have read make 

it clear that the message is not about Ehud's methods, but God's methods – God is using an unlikely hero 

who is unusually equipped to win the day in God's strength.  So I would suggest that you try to avoid a 

discussion about cold-blooded murder on God's behalf – it won't enhance the study, and will detract from the 

main message. 

 

*? 

Can you think of a time when, now you look back, you can see 

that God let you have your own way, in order to lead you back to 

him when it all went wrong? 



© Gillian Pegler / Time for Change Ministries 2015 

9. What does Ehud do next and what is the outcome? (v27-30) 

He gathers his army and they win a decisive battle.  

Try not to get sucked into a discussion on the morality of war!  The situation today is not the same as the 

situation in Old Testament times and such discussions often cloud the argument, due to the cultural 

differences between now and then. 

 

*10. Who really won the battle? 

Ehud recognises that God has given them the victory, v28.  He acknowledges that they couldn't have done it 

in their own strength. 

 

 

11. What was the outcome for Israel in v30, and how do you think they felt during this 

time? 

There was peace for 80 years.  They must have felt that everything was fine now, this is over 2 generations 

of peace – long enough to forget what had precipitated the war with Moab... 

 

*12. Read Judges 4:1.  What happened when Ehud died and why do you think this was? 

The people did evil again – they returned to their old ways.  Ehud had saved them from the Moabites, but he 

couldn't save them from themselves – they continued to sin and to disobey God.   

They needed a Saviour who could save them for ever. (Please make sure you say the words in bold). 

 

13. SHOUT-OUT Can you see any ways in which Ehud points forwards to Jesus? 

Don't try to come to a conclusion, just let them think about possible answers and write them on the flip-chart. 

 

14. What was it about Ehud that made him an unlikely hero, but actually meant he won the 

day? 

His left-handedness / probable disability. 

 

*15. Look up the following verses – in what ways was Jesus an unlikely hero? 

Matthew 1:18-19 There was scandal surrounding his birth 

? 

Are you in a situation at the moment where you are aware that you 

need to let God get into the driving seat?  Do you trust God to be 

in charge of this situation?  If you trust him, are you allowing him? 
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Luke 2:6-7 He was from a poor family – he wasn't a king or a rich man 

Luke 15:1-2 He hung around with people that society rejected 

Luke 23:32 He was executed as a criminal 

Romans 4:25 He died for us, and rose to life again for us (justification = to be made righteous).   

In weakness, Jesus saved us, not in strength.  He has achieved our eternal salvation – we are saved 

for ever – because of what Jesus did for us, if we repent and believe in him.  (Please make sure you 

say the words in bold). 

 

 

 

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell. 
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Ehud – the leftie 

Judges 3:12-30 

 

1. What do you remember from the last study we did? 

 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

Read Judges 3:12-30 

2. SHOUT-OUT What do you think about the event that you have just read? 

 

 

3. Before all this happened, there had been peace in Canaan for 40 years, under the 

leadership of God's man, Othniel.  What did the Israelites do after Othniel died? (v12) 

 

 

4. How did God respond to this and why do you think God did this? (v12) 

 

 

 

 

 

? 

Can you think of a time when, now you look back, you can see 

that God let you have your own way, in order to lead you back to 

him when it all went wrong? 
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5. SDL Once king Eglon, the foreign king, had power over Israel, how long did he stay in 

power, and how do you think the Israelites felt once they realised what had happened? 

(v13-14) 

 

 

6. SDL What did the people of Israel do, and how did God respond? (v15) 

 

 

7. SDL What is different about Ehud and why do you think we are told this detail? (v15) 

 

 

8. What happened next and in what way was Ehud equipped for this situation? (v15-26) 

 

 

9. What does Ehud do next, and what is the outcome? (v27-30) 

 

 

10. Who really won the battle? 

 

 

 

11. What was the outcome for Israel in v30, and how do you think they felt during this 

time? 

 

 

 

? 

Are you in a situation at the moment where you are aware that you 

need to let God get into the driving seat?  Do you trust God to be 

in charge of this situation?  If you trust him, are you allowing him? 
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12. Read Judges 4:1.  What happened when Ehud died and why do you think this was? 

 

 

13. SHOUT-OUT Can you see any ways in which Ehud points forwards to Jesus? 

 

 

14. What was it about Ehud that made him an unlikely hero, but actually meant 

he won the day? 

 

 

15. Look up the following verses – in what ways was Jesus an unlikely hero? 

Matthew 1:18-19 

 

 

Luke 2:6-7  

 

 

Luke 15:1-2  

 

 

Luke 23:32  

 


