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Lent 1 

Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12 – Leaders version 

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions  

 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi-circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today. 

 

Explain that the book of Isaiah is a book of prophecies from about 700 years before Jesus was born.  God 

prophesies through Isaiah about the impending destruction of Jerusalem in judgement of their sin (this 

happened in 586 BC), but also says that Jerusalem will be saved and rebuilt.  There are also prophesies that 

look further into the future, and the chapters we are looking at today are some of these long-range 

prophecies.  They refer specifically to the coming Messiah – the anointed King.   

 

*1. SHOUT-OUT What sort of information do you think a prophecy about a coming King 

should include? 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

60 minutes 

Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 

*2. Read Isaiah 52:13.  What does this tell us about the coming King? 

This is the sort of thing we'd expect of a king – wisdom, to be lifted up, to be exalted (raised up, glorified, 

honoured).  (In fact, 'lifted up' refers to the crucifixion, but the original readers probably didn't understand 

that). 

 

*3. Read Isaiah 52:14-15.  What does this tell us about the coming King and does it 

surprise you? 

People will be (the text says 'were' – the tenses can be confusing in prophecy!!) appalled at him, his 

appearance will be disfigured, so badly that he will be beyond human likeness – this may refer to the results 

of the flogging by the Romans before they crucified him.  But he will sprinkle (the priestly work of cleansing 

something or someone) many nations and all other kings will be speechless because of him, because they 

will recognise (see what they were not told etc) that he is the anointed King, the King of all kings. 
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4. What is strange about the prophecy in Isaiah 52:13 compared to 52:14? 

Verse 13 is talking about someone who will be exalted and wise, while v14 is talking about his unimaginable 

suffering.  How can this be about the same person?! 

 

Questions 5-7 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS.  Since Question 5 is so big, these 

SDL's are printed on the participants handouts.  Put the group into pairs to work on these 

questions.  You will probably need to give them some help with q5. 

*5. SDL What happens in the New Testament, which God had said would happen through 

the book of Isaiah? 

Isaiah New Testament 

53:2 
'He had no beauty or majesty to attract us 
to him, nothing in his appearance that we 
should desire him.' 

Matthew 13:55 
Jesus was not an earthly king – he came from a poor 
family, and was known as 'the carpenter's son'.  God's 
glory was so well disguised that hardly anyone 
recognised him! 

53:3 
'He was despised and rejected by men...' 

Luke 4:28-30 
Jesus was despised and rejected by many of the 
people he taught.  On this occasion they tried to throw 
him off a cliff! 

53:3 
'...and familiar with suffering.' 

John 19:1 
Jesus was 'familiar with suffering'.  On this occasion he 
was whipped, just before he was crucified. 

53:4 
'yet we considered him stricken by God' 

Matthew 27:43 
The people saw Jesus on the cross and thought God 
had left him, because God didn't rescue him. 

53:5 
'But he was pierced for our 
transgressions' 

John 19:34 
Jesus' side was pierced to make sure he was dead 
(John 19 v 37 tells us that Zech 12 v 10 prophesied 
Jesus’ side being pierced (i.e. not prophesying the 
nails piercing him), so I assume Isaiah refers to this 
too.  Ps 22 v 16 however clearly states that Jesus’ 
hands and feet would be pierced).  

53:6 
'the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all' 

2 Corinthians 5:21 
Our sin was put on Jesus, the sinless substitute, so 
that we, the sinners, can become righteous (right with 
God). 

53:7 
'He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he 
did not open his mouth' 

Mark 14:61 
Jesus didn't try to defend himself, he knew he had to 
die, and he knew the trial was a huge miscarriage of 
justice. 

53:8 
'By oppression and judgement he was 
taken away' 

Mark 14:55 
Jesus' trial was a miscarriage of justice – they had no 
evidence against him. 

53:9 
'He was assigned a grave with the wicked' 
 

Mark 15:27 
Jesus died with 2 criminals 
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53:9 
'and with the rich' 

Mark 15:46 
Jesus was buried in a borrowed tomb (Joseph must 
have been rich to own an empty tomb). 
 

53:11 
'After the suffering of his soul he will see 
the light of life...' 

Mark 16:6 
Jesus saw the light again – he was raised from the 
dead! 

 

*6. SDL Read Isaiah 53:5.  Why did Jesus have to suffer? 

He suffered in our place, for our sins.  He paid the penalty for sin, in the place of repentant sinners. 

 

*7. SDL What did the punishment of Jesus bring us? (v5) 

Peace with God.  Jesus paid the price for our sins on the cross, i.e. death.  If we trust in Jesus' death on our 

behalf, we are forgiven, meaning that we are at peace with God.   

 

8. SHOUT-OUT In Isaiah 53:4, Isaiah prophesies that the death of the Messiah would be 

misunderstood.  In what ways do people misunderstand the death of Jesus today? 

Examples: They may think Jesus' death was just an unfortunate end for a good man.  They may think God 

doesn't get angry.  They may think Jesus' death was unnecessary because they think their sin isn't so bad. 

 

*9. How does Isaiah 53:6 help us to understand Isaiah 53:5? 

Verse 6 tells us that we are all sinners, and that God put the sin of all people on Jesus. Therefore, v5.  

(NB LORD refers to God, not to Jesus, who is Lord).  

 

*10. Read Isaiah 53:10.  Whose will was it that Jesus would die for sinners?  What do you 

think about this? 

People may be outraged that God would send his Son to die for sinners.  But that's the scandal of the cross!  

God knew that the only way to save us was to pay the price of sin on our behalf, and the only way to do that 

was for God to become a man and die for us. 

 

11. Read Luke 24:13-25.  Two of Jesus' followers were walking away from Jerusalem after 

they had heard that Jesus had risen.  What do they think about the events in Jerusalem 

over the last couple of days? 

They think it's all over.  They don't believe the report that Jesus is risen.  

'The horror of Jesus’ suffering and death seemed to be so contrary to everything the Good News ought to be 

like that nobody understood what was happening. Everyone believed that Jesus had failed; even Satan 

thought he had won when the Messiah died... No one had ever won a battle by dying.' (Schultz, p308) 

 



© Gillian Pegler/Time for Change Ministries 2013, 2019 

12. Read Luke 24:27 & 24:31.  What happens and why? 

Jesus explains the Scriptures to them, including the passage in Isaiah that we have been looking at.  Then 

God opened their eyes (allowed them to understand) and they recognised Jesus.  They had all the 

information about Jesus, but they hadn't put it all together and made sense of it.  They hadn't realised that 

Jesus was the one who would fulfil the prophecies and that he had to die in order to save them, and that the 

report that he was risen was actually true!! 

 

13. You too, now, have all the information about Jesus' death.  What do you make of it? 

 

 

How can I live according to these truths in my life? 

20 minutes 

*1. Lent is a time of reflection about the death of Jesus.  Can you set apart some time 

each day this week to think about what you have learnt in this study? 

 

*2. Read Isaiah 53:6 again.  Do you trust Jesus' death on your behalf to pay for your sins? 

If not, why can't you trust it? 

Co-ordinate a discussion that helps people to think about what their stumbling block is, without making them 

feel cornered.  Just help them to think about whether it's lack of information, apathy, frank disbelief, not 

feeling worthy of forgiveness etc, and what they would need in order to be able to move forward from this 

position.  

 

3. If you are a Christian, are there any areas of your life in which you still reject Jesus as 

your Lord and Saviour?  What are you going to do about this in the coming week? 

 

 

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi-circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell. 
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Lent 1 

Isaiah 52:13 - 53:12 

 

1. SHOUT-OUT What sort of information do you think a prophecy about a coming King 

would include? 

 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

Read Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 

2. Read Isaiah 52:13.  What does this tell us about the coming King? 

 

 

3. Read Isaiah 52:14-15.  What does this tell us about the coming King and does it 

surprise you? 

 

 

4. What is strange about the prophecy in Isaiah 52:13 compared to 52:14? 

 

 

5. SDL What happens in the New Testament, which God had said would happen through 

the book of Isaiah? 

Isaiah New Testament 

53:2 
'He had no beauty or majesty to attract 
us to him, nothing in his appearance 
that we should desire him.' 

Matthew 13:55 
 

53:3 
'He was despised and rejected by 
men...' 

Luke 4:28-30 
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53:3 
'...and familiar with suffering.' 

John 19:1 
 
 

53:4 
'yet we considered him stricken by 
God' 

Matthew 27:43 
 

53:5 
'But he was pierced for our 
transgressions' 

John 19:34 
  

53:6 
'the LORD has laid on him the iniquity 
of us all' 

2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

53:7 
'He was oppressed and afflicted, yet 
he did not open his mouth' 

Mark 14:61 
 

53:8 
'By oppression and judgement he was 
taken away' 

Mark 14:55 
 

53:9 
'He was assigned a grave with the 
wicked' 

Mark 15:27 
 

53:9 
'and with the rich' 

Mark 15:46 
 
 

53:11 
'After the suffering of his soul he will 
see the light of life...' 

Mark 16:6 
 

 

6. SDL Read Isaiah 53:5.  Why did Jesus have to suffer? 

 

 

7. SDL What did the punishment of Jesus bring us? (v5) 

 

 

8. SHOUT-OUT In Isaiah 53:4, Isaiah prophesies that the death of the Messiah would be 

misunderstood.  In what ways do people misunderstand the death of Jesus today? 

 

 

9. How does Isaiah 53:6 help us to understand Isaiah 53:5? 
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10. Read Isaiah 53:10.  Whose will was it that Jesus would die for sinners?  What do you 

think about this? 

 

 

11. Read Luke 24:13-25.  Two of Jesus' followers were walking away from Jerusalem after 

they had heard that Jesus had risen.  What do they think about the events in Jerusalem 

over the last couple of days? 

 

 

12. Read Luke 24:27 & 24:31.  What happens and why? 

 

 

13. You too, now, have all the information about Jesus' death.  What do you make of it? 

 

 

 

How can I live according to these truths in my life? 

1. Lent is a time of reflection about the death of Jesus.  Can you set apart some time each 

day this week to think about what you have learnt in this study? 

 

 

2. Read Isaiah 53:6 again.  Do you trust Jesus' death on your behalf to pay for your sins? 

If not, why can't you trust it? 

 

 

3. If you are a Christian, are there any areas of your life in which you still reject Jesus as 

your Lord and Saviour?  What are you going to do about this in the coming week? 

 

 

 

 


