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Jesus sees your potential 

Luke 5:1-11, part one – Leader’s version 

 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi-circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today. 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

30 minutes 

Read Luke 5:1-11 

1. Why do you think the people were crowding round Jesus as he taught them? 

He’s known as a popular teacher and worth listening to – some people would be coming back to hear more, 

others would be coming for the first time because friends and relatives have told them about the teacher 

from Nazareth.   

 

2. What is Jesus teaching them? 

The word of God, v1. 

 

3. Why do you think Jesus gets in a boat? 

Two reasons – 1. Practical - it’s easier to teach a crowd if you’re a little distance from them, and the crowd 

were probably edging him into the water!  Also, the acoustics of the water and the bay would have helped 

him to project his voice. 2. Spiritual – Jesus is lining up a conversation with Simon (Peter), the owner of the 

boat. 

 

4. Read John 1:40-41.  What does this tell us about Simon Peter? 

He has a brother called Andrew (who was a disciple of John the Baptist, v35-40) who has already become 

Jesus’ disciple.  Andrew has told him about Jesus, and told him that Jesus is the Messiah.   

 

5. Read John 1:42.  The name Simon means ‘pebble’ and the name Peter means ‘rock’.  

Why do you think Jesus renamed Simon as Peter? 

Names carried meaning.  Jesus renamed Simon because he saw his potential, not just who he was at the 

time.  Jesus was saying that something was going to change in Simon’s character and his role. 
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6. Read the second half of Revelation 2:17.  What does Jesus say he will give to all 

believers? 

A white stone with a new name on, which only the one who receives it (and presumably Jesus!) will know.  

This is because we have a new identity in Christ!  Jesus sees our potential too. 

 

7. Read Luke 5:4-7.  Simon is an experienced fisherman and has been up all night fishing 

and caught nothing.  But Jesus sees the potential of the sea.  What happens with Jesus on 

the team? 

So many fish are caught that the nets break and the boats start to sink! 

 

8. What does this tell us about Jesus’ power over hopeless situations? 

Jesus is able to change a hopeless situation into one that is so abundant that we are overwhelmed!  Think 

about why He is able to do this – 1. He is God so he has power and authority over everything, 2. He loves us 

so he wants to see our lives and our futures change, etc. 

Be careful not to give the impression that Jesus sorts out everything the way we want him to sort it out – the 

Christian life is not a bed of roses and sometimes Jesus leaves us in tough situations because we learn to 

trust him in them, or because he is somehow using the situation to bring glory to Himself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi-circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell. 

 

 

 

? 

When Jesus looks at you, he sees your potential, not just who you 

are now.  How does that make you feel? 

Think about the hope that this understanding can give us, and the comfort of 

knowing that Jesus has great plans for each of us, for our good.  For these 

plans to come into place we need to be following Jesus, obeying him and 

seeking his will.  We too have a responsibility in changing our lives – we won’t 

get a job by sitting at home, we need to go to the job centre, etc. 
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4. Read John 1:40-41.  What does this tell us about Simon Peter? 
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8. What does this tell us about Jesus’ power over hopeless situations? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

? 

When Jesus looks at you, he sees your potential, not just who you 

are now.  How does that make you feel? 

 

 


