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A soldier’s faith 

Luke 7 v 1-10 – Leader’s version 

 

Check in – ask everyone, including leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about 

studying the Bible today. 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

30 minutes 

Read Luke 7 v 1-10 

1. Who asks Jesus for help, and why is this surprising? (v2) 

A Roman centurion. Jesus was a Jewish teacher; the Roman was not a Jew (we know this from v9). 

 

2. Why do you think the centurion asked Jesus for help? 

Let the group brainstorm. Then explain that centurion lived in Capernaum where Jesus had spent much time 

and done many miracles. So he must already have heard about Jesus even if he hadn’t seen or heard Him 

for himself. He knows Jesus has the power to heal the sick – and his servant isn’t just sick, he’s ‘about to 

die’. A centurion would have had many slaves, and for many Romans the attitude towards slaves was that 

when one got broken you got a new one. This centurion cares about his slave as a person, not as a financial 

investment. 

 

3. Who does the centurion send as messengers and why is this surprising? (v4-5) 

He sends Jewish elders to speak to the Jewish rabbi. It’s less surprising that he sends them since he has 

authority to do so, it’s more surprising that they go on his behalf!  

 

4. Why do the Jewish elders represent this Roman to Jesus and do you agree with their 

argument? 

They say they have come on the centurion’s behalf because he loves the nation of Israel and has built them 

a synagogue. They say he therefore deserves to have Jesus heal his servant. Consider with the group 

whether they agree with this logic and why / why not.  
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5. Jesus goes with them, and a second message comes from the centurion in v6-8. How is 

the real attitude of the centurion different to that of the Jewish elders who carried his first 

message? 

Did the Jewish elders change the first message in transit? The centurion, via his friends on the second 

message, sounds like a humble person, not someone demanding his rights on the basis of his works. He 

doesn’t feel worthy to have Jesus visit his house. He calls Jesus ‘Lord’. He recognises that Jesus has power 

to heal his servant simply by speaking, and that Jesus doesn’t need to be in the room to do it. 

 

6. What is Jesus amazed at in v9?  

He has not found faith like this in Israel i.e. amongst the people who were expecting the Messiah. He had 

found great faith in a foreigner, an outsider: a Roman who belonged to the nation which was oppressing 

Israel.  

(It seems the centurion had built the synagogue and loved the nation of Israel because he already loved the 

God of Israel, even though he was an outsider). 

 

7. What does Jesus do, and on the basis of whose faith? 

Interestingly, we are not told whether the servant has faith in Jesus. It’s the master’s faith that Jesus 

responds to… 

 

8. Think back over the studies we’ve done in Luke’s gospel so far. What kind of people 

does Jesus mix with, and what does this tell us about Him? 

Lepers, tax collectors, sinners etc. i.e. the outcast of society. 

We might expect Jesus to mix with the religious people since He is a rabbi and has a reputation to preserve. 

But He chooses to spend His time with the outcast, while religious people seem to turn up in the crowds to 

heckle Him or invite Him to dinner. Jesus doesn’t mix with those whom society rejects as a project or a moral 

lesson for His disciples, He’s with them because He loves them and they recognise their need for Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out – ask everyone, including leaders, how they found the study and if they are 

safe to go back to the cell. 

? 
Be honest with yourself: do you come to Jesus like the Jewish 

elders, expecting Him to answer your prayers with a ‘yes’ because 

you’re worth it? Or do you come to Him like the centurion, knowing 

that you are not worthy of Him but with complete trust in Him to do 

the right thing, even if it’s a ‘no’? 
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8. Think back over the studies we’ve done in Luke’s gospel so far. What kind of people 

does Jesus mix with, and what does this tell us about Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

? 
Be honest with yourself v  do you come to Jesus like the Jewish 

elders, expecting him to answer your prayers with a ‘yes’ because 

you’re worth it? Or do you come to him like the centurion, knowing 

that you are not worthy of him but with complete trust in him to do 

the right thing, even if it’s a ‘no’? 

 


