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Old Testament Overview 9 

Isaiah – prophecies of judgement and exile – Leaders version 

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions  

 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today. 

 

Explain that Isaiah was a prophet who lived about 700 years before Jesus was born.  The nation of Israel 

had continued to reject God, in general, and judgement was coming.  God's message to the people, through 

Isaiah, was that judgement was coming, but the people wouldn't listen.  God also promised, through Isaiah, 

that he would save the people from destruction.  Both of these prophecies were fulfilled (came true). 

 

It will also help to explain that this study uses several books of the Bible, and this helps to show us that the 

Bible is a big book of joined-up thinking – it all holds together. 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

60 minutes 

*1. Read Isaiah 1:4.  How are the people of Israel described? 

Sinful, guilty, evil, corrupt, rejecting God. 

 

Questions 2-4 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart 

sheets for the group to work on in pairs.  Q2 has two versions – give half the group one of 

the questions, and the other half the other question. 

 

Explain that we are going to look back at what God had said in the past, in order to 

understand Isaiah's message. 

 

*2. SDL a. Read Leviticus 26:3-4, 9-12.  What does God promise if the people follow his 

laws and obey his commands? 

Good harvest, the nation will grow, God will live among them, he will be their God and they will be his people. 
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b. Read Leviticus 26:14-16, 27-33.  What does God promise if the people reject him?  

Why? 

Terror, disease, poor harvest, punishment, death on a massive scale, famine so bad that the people would 

resort to cannibalism (v29, fulfilled in 2 Kings 6:24-29), ruined cities, rejection of their sacrifices and offerings, 

their enemies will live in the land, the Israelites will be scattered among the nations.  (The people of Israel 

living in foreign lands as prisoners is referred to as 'the exile'). 

Because of God's anger, v28. 

 

*3. SDL Read Leviticus 26:44-45.  What does God say will happen when the people have 

been scattered? 

When the people are in exile in foreign lands, because of their sin, God will not forget or destroy them 

completely – God will not forget the covenant, even though the people will. 

 

*4.  SDL Read Isaiah 1:18.  What does God promise, if the people are willing to live under 

his authority, and obey him? 

Forgiveness. 

 

Read Isaiah 6:8-13.   

*5. What does God say will happen when Isaiah takes God's message to them? (v8-10) 

They will reject the message.  NB 'Be ever hearing, but never understanding' etc is not a divine curse, but a 

statement of fact.  God is telling Isaiah that his message will not be listened to.  However, if they did hear / 

see / understand, they would be healed (forgiven). 

 

*6. What will happen, when the people reject God's message? (v11-12) 

The land will be laid waste and the people will be removed far away (warning of coming judgement and 

exile). 

 

*7. What is the message of hope that God gives? (v13) 

There will be a remnant – a few will survive, from whom the nation can be rebuilt.  Specifically, there will be a 

holy seed – encourage the group to try to work out who this refers to (Jesus). 

 

*8. Read Isaiah 10:22.  What do we learn about God's judgement from this verse and from 

other verses we have studied so far?  (You'll probably have to help the group to see these 

things in the passage) 

God's judgement is 1. overwhelming – the people will not be able to avoid it, 2. righteous - it is not arbitrary, 

but appropriate, 3. deserved – not vindictive, 4. limited – not out of control. 
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9. Read Mark 10:45.  What does Jesus mean when he says that he came to give his life 

as a ransom? 

A ransom is the price put on someone's life.  Sin results in death, physically and spiritually.  Eternal death is 

eternal separation from God, and the Bible calls this hell.  Jesus gave his life to rescue us from sin, when he 

died on the cross for us.  That's how much we're worth to God and that's how much it cost God to save us. 

 

10. Why does Jesus say he came to give his life as a ransom 'for many', not 'for all'? 

Jesus gave his life that all would have the opportunity to believe him and trust in his death on our behalf.  But 

not all will respond.  The 'many' are those who recognise that they are sinners, that their sin has separated 

them from God, and trust in Jesus' death in their place. 

 

Read Luke 16:19-31 

Remind the group that most parables have one main message.  The message of this one is in vv26-31 (i.e. 

the details about being with Abraham, having good in this life and therefore not in the next, hell being hot etc 

are part of the story, not part of the message, and not to be over-interpreted). 

 

11. What is the message that Jesus wants us to understand from v26? 

That you cannot get from hell to heaven once you have arrived.  You can only make that decision during life.  

There is no second chance to trust Jesus once you're dead – that's why it's so important that we hear the 

gospel and make a decision about our response to it before we die.  (Be careful that you don't apply any 

emotional pressure as you explain this, remember that the group is vulnerable). 

 

12. The rich man tries to arrange for Lazarus to go and tell his brothers how to avoid God's 

punishment.  Why does Abraham say no? 

Because they already have all the information available to them, it's up to them what they do with it. 

 

13. Why do you think Jesus makes the point found in v31?  What is he getting at? 

Jesus says that someone rising from the dead will not convince those who don't want to hear.  He's referring 

to himself, through the parable.  Those who are deaf / blind / don't understand, as in Isaiah 6:10, will not 

even recognise God when he comes to earth as a human, dies and comes back to life. 

 

*14. Read Isaiah 65:17-19.  What does God say that he will do, and what does he tell us to 

do?   

He will create a new heavens and new earth.  He will rejoice over the new heavens and the new earth and 

there will be no weeping or crying (suffering) there.  He tells us to be glad and rejoice for ever in his new 

creation.  He calls this place 'Jerusalem' – he's talking about restoring the earthly city of Jerusalem, after the 

exile, and also about heaven.  It's a prophecy with more than one fulfilment. 
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15. Read Revelation 21:1-4.  This is part of a vision that God gave to John, one of Jesus' 

disciples.  Why do you think the Bible ends with the promise of a new Jerusalem? 

The Bible, from Genesis 3 to Revelation 22, is the account of God's rescue plan.  Man sinned, and as soon 

as that happened, the rescue plan was put into operation.  At the end of the Bible, we see again a picture of 

what is to come – the new Jerusalem, which we call 'heaven'. 

 

16. Read 1 Peter 1:3-5.  What does this tell you about heaven? 

Because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the mercy of God, believers are promised a place in 

heaven.  This promise cannot spoil or fade.  Because of our faith, God's power shields us (from spiritual 

harm) until the last day, when Jesus comes back (as judge of all the world). 

 

How can I live according to these truths in my life? 

20 minutes 

*1. It's often easy to see how someone else is rebelling against God, but not so easy to 

recognise it in our own lives.  Be honest, are you living under God's authority in absolutely 

everything you do?  Can you identify something that needs to change, and can you 

commit to working on that thing over the next week? 

No-one is living under God's authority all the time – we are all sinners.  Anyone who can't identify sin in their 

life is blinded to their own sin!  Try to push everyone to think of something, but not things they don't want to 

share – try to keep the group discussion based around things like honesty, gossip, what they watch on TV 

etc.  If there are bigger issues, either talk about them in another setting or suggest that the individual talk 

about the issue with God in prayer. 

 

*2. How would you describe your response to the message of Jesus Christ?  Are you 

listening, and acting on what you hear, or are you deaf to his good news? 

 

3. In the highway code, we are told not to enter a yellow hashed box unless our exit is 

clear.  In a similar way it has been said, regarding our own death, that we should not enter 

the box unless our exit is clear.  Are you confident and secure in the knowledge of your 

eternal destiny?  

 

TIME-LINE: if you are making a time-line, do the next part of it now – ask the group to add 

what they have learnt today in the appropriate place.  

 

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell. 
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Old Testament Overview 9 

Isaiah – prophecies of judgement and exile 

 

What does the passage say and mean? 

1. Read Isaiah 1:4.  How are the people of Israel described? 

 

 

2. SDL a. Read Leviticus 26:3-4, 9-12.  What does God promise if the people follow his 

laws and obey his commands? 

 

 

b. Read Leviticus 26:14-16, 27-33.  What does God promise if the people reject him?  

Why? 

 

 

3. SDL Read Leviticus 26:44-45.  What does God say will happen when the people have 

been scattered? 

 

 

4.  SDL Read Isaiah 1:18.  What does God promise, if the people are willing to live under 

his authority, and obey him? 

 

 

Read Isaiah 6:8-13.   

5. What does God say will happen when Isaiah takes God's message to them? (v8-10) 

 

 

 

6. What will happen, when the people reject God's message? (v11-12) 
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7. What is the message of hope that God gives? (v13) 

 

 

8. Read Isaiah 10:22.  What do we learn about God's judgement from this verse and from 

other verses we have studied so far? 

 

 

9. Read Mark 10:45.  What does Jesus mean when he says that he came to give his life 

as a ransom? 

 

 

10. Why does Jesus say he came to give his life as a ransom 'for many', not 'for all'? 

 

 

Read Luke 16:19-31 

11. What is the message that Jesus wants us to understand from v26? 

 

 

12. The rich man tries to arrange for Lazarus to go and tell his brothers how to avoid God's 

punishment.  Why does Abraham say no? 

 

 

13. Why do you think Jesus makes the point found in v31?  What is he getting at? 

 

 

14. Read Isaiah 65:17-19.  What does God say that he will do, and what does he tell us to 

do?   

 

 

15. Read Revelation 21:1-4.  This is part of a vision that God gave to John, one of Jesus' 

disciples.  Why do you think the Bible ends with the promise of a new Jerusalem? 

 

 

16. Read 1 Peter 1:3-5.  What does this tell you about heaven? 
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How can I live according to these truths in my life? 

1. It's often easy to see how someone else is rebelling against God, but not so easy to 

recognise it in our own lives.  Be honest, are you living under God's authority in absolutely 

everything you do?  Can you identify something that needs to change, and can you 

commit to working on that thing over the next week? 

 

 

2. How would you describe your response to the message of Jesus Christ?  Are you 

listening, and acting on what you hear, or are you deaf to his good news? 

 

 

3. In the highway code, we are told not to enter a yellow hashed box unless our exit is 

clear.  In a similar way it has been said, regarding our own death, that we should not enter 

the box unless our exit is clear.  Are you confident and secure in the knowledge of your 

eternal destiny?  


