
The Promised Child: Introduction 

 

‘Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about 

by the prophet’s own interpretation. 

For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, 

but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.’  

2 Peter 1 v 20-21 

 

This book has been written for you to read in the run up to Christmas, with a 

short chapter for each day of December, finishing on New Year’s Day. Each 

day, we will show you how a detail that we read about in the Bible’s accounts 

of Jesus’ birth was prophesied (forecast) hundreds of years earlier. We’ll also 

find out what the good news about Jesus really is. As we’ve written this, 

we’ve had people in prison specifically in mind and we pray that things will 

start to change in your heart and life as you learn about Jesus this Christmas. 

 

Prophecy is when God speaks, by His Holy Spirit, through one person to tell 

other people God’s message. Many Old Testament prophecies are fulfilled 

(seen to come true) more than once. For example, 700 years before Jesus 

was born, Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would give birth to a son (Isaiah 7 v 

14). In the next chapter, his own wife has a son. That’s the first fulfilment. And 

in the birth accounts of Jesus, Mary has a son (Matthew 1 v 18–25). That’s 

the second one. So some of the prophecies we’re looking at will have a 

double fulfilment. 

 

Words that God’s prophets wrote down, as many as 1450 years before Jesus 

was born, accurately predicted the events of Jesus’ birth that are recorded in 

Matthew’s and Luke’s gospels. These events aren’t the sort of things that you 

could line up in order to fiddle the outcome. Apparently, the odds of one 



person fulfilling eight prophecies is one in a hundred million billion1. In this 

book, we’re not just looking at eight prophecies – we’re looking at over 25 

prophecies about the birth of Jesus. I can’t even imagine what that number 

would be called!  

 

By the time we reach Christmas day, we will have seen that God planned the 

birth of His Son, in advance, down to the finest detail, and God was in control 

of the whole thing. There must be a reason that God lets us into His plan like 

this. He must have wanted us to learn something from seeing all these 

prophecies come true. We think that there are at least two things we can 

learn: firstly, that God is trustworthy and, secondly, that God is interested in 

the details of our lives too. 

 

As we see the birth prophecies fulfilled, we have to ask ourselves, ‘What 

about all those prophecies about Jesus coming back that haven’t been 

fulfilled yet? How do we know we can trust them?’ Well, we think the birth 

prophecies answer that question very neatly. God has come through on His 

promises about Jesus’ birth, so we can trust Him to come through on the 

ones we’re still waiting for. And we’re going to spend the last six days of this 

book looking at some of those. 

 

Enjoy!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
1
 http://www1.cbn.com/Biblestudy/biblical-prophecies-fulfilled-by-jesus (viewed 9/1/17) 



1st December 

The Promised Child: Preparing the way 

 

‘“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. 

Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; 

the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” 

says the LORD Almighty.’ 

Malachi 3 v 1 (written about 400 years before Jesus was born) 

 

‘The angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been 

heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the 

name John… Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their 

God. And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, 

to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”’ 

Luke 1 v 13&16-17 

 

If you read the Bible’s full account of the birth of Jesus, you will see that most 

nativity plays miss out the beginning and the end of the script! We don’t want 

to miss out those details in this book, so today we are thinking about the 

beginning of the script which tells us how God prepared the way for His Son’s 

birth. This will help us to think about how God is preparing our hearts to hear 

His voice as He speaks to us in the run-up to Christmas, a time called 

Advent. On 21st and 22nd December we’ll find out about some events just 

after Jesus’ birth that we don’t tend to include in the school Nativity play 

either. More of that in a few weeks! 

 

Four hundred years before Jesus was born, God told the Jewish people that 

He would send a messenger to prepare the way for the Lord. God said, in 

Malachi 4 v 5-6, that the messenger would be like Elijah, a prophet who died 



450 years before Malachi’s time. Elijah’s main message had been to call the 

people to repent2 and worship God alone, and that judgment was coming.   

 

Another prophet, Isaiah, also had something to say about the messenger. 

Isaiah 40 v 3-4 says that the messenger would level the rough ground and 

flatten the rugged places, as you would when preparing a road in the 

wilderness. Isaiah was writing poetry to describe the way the messenger 

would prepare the way for the Lord to work in people’s hearts. Malachi also 

prophesied that through the messenger God would ‘turn the hearts of the 

fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers’ (4 v 6). 

 

One day, a priest called Zechariah was doing his duty in the Temple in 

Jerusalem and was told by an angel that his wife would have a son. This son 

would ‘go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 

hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

righteous – to make ready a people prepared for the Lord’3. It was pretty clear 

what the angel meant. Zechariah’s son, John (himself a miracle child, since 

Zechariah and his wife were old and infertile) would be the messenger who 

would prepare the way for the Lord, leading the people to repentance for their 

sins. 

 

We read in Mark’s gospel that this child was nicknamed ‘John the Baptist’ 

because he baptised people in the River Jordan. He dunked them under the 

water as a public testimony to their repentance for their sins. John taught a 

similar message to the one Elijah had taught, that the people must repent and 

that judgment was coming. He even dressed like Elijah. Mark 1 v 6 tells us 

that John ‘wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt round his 

                                                 

2 Repentance – 1. recognising that you have sinned (offended against God), are responsible for what you 

have done and are guilty of it, 2. saying sorry to God and 3. turning away from your sin with the honest 
intention not to do it again 
3 Luke 1 v 17 



waist’, which was exactly what Elijah wore! 

 

Was I right? Have you ever seen any of that in a nativity play? Didn’t think so! 

But why is the birth of John the Baptist so important in the account of Jesus’ 

birth? It’s because John’s role was to ‘prepare the way for the Lord’, to 

prepare the hearts of the people for the arrival of the Lord. John was the 

messenger, but the Message Himself was coming!  

 

Advent is the time in the church calendar when we count down to Christmas. 

It is also the time when we remember that Jesus is coming back one day to 

judge the world and take His people home, and we’ll think some more about 

that towards the end of this book. So, as you read this book in Advent, are 

you ready to recognise the rough ground and rugged places in your heart and 

life, and to be honest and genuine before God this Christmas? Is your heart 

open and prepared to hear God’s message? We pray that you will find some 

time in each day this month to settle down and read a chapter of this book, 

expecting God to speak tenderly to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer 

Lord Jesus, prepare my heart for what you want to teach me throughout this 

month. Prepare my heart for Christmas, and for when you come again in 

glory. Teach me to walk closer to you, with you, this Advent. Amen. 

 

Carol verse 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Come, then, and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings from the King of kings! 

 On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry, Charles Coffin, 1676-1749 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


