
Moses 7

Getting to the promised land! – Leaders version

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions 

Check in – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today.

1. What do you remember from the last study we did?

Moses sent 12 spies to check out the land of Canaan, which God had promised to give to the people of 

Israel.  The spies came back and most of them said that the people were to big to fight, so the Israelites 

didn't go into the land.  God was angry, and said that all the people would stay in the desert for 40 years, 

except the 2 spies who had trusted God.  The study finished by thinking about heaven.

What does the passage say and mean?

60 minutes

2. Read Deuteronomy 1:2-3.  How long have the people been in the desert?  How long 

should it have taken them to do the journey across the desert from Egypt to Canaan?

40 years in the desert.  It was a journey that should have taken 11 days.

*3. Read Deuteronomy 3:23-24.  What has Moses learnt about God during his time in the 

desert?

That God is great and strong.  Moses has seen miracles from God.  No other god can compare to God.

*4. Read Deuteronomy 3:25.  What did Moses want to see and what does he ask God to 

let him do?

He wanted to see the promised land and he asked God to let him go into it.

*5. God says no to Moses' prayer.  But there is a reason for this.  Read Numbers 20:2 and 

20:8, then Numbers 20:11-12.  What did God tell Moses to do, and what did Moses do?  

Why do you think God was angry about this?
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After 40 years in the desert, the people grumbled again(!) that there was no water.  God told Moses to speak 

to the rock and that it would produce water.  But Moses hit the rock with his stick.  The water came, but 

Moses' action showed that he didn't trust God enough to do it God's way.  And so God said that Moses 

would not enter the land of Canaan.

6. Moses was not going to enter the promised land.  But God did let him see it 

(Deuteronomy 3:27).  Read Deuteronomy 3:28.  Who would lead the people into the land 

and why do you think God chose him (think about where we have met him before)?

Joshua.  Joshua and Caleb were the only ones of the 12 spies who had trusted God and given a good report  

of the land.  God said that Joshua and Caleb would be the only adults (from the original 600,000 men) to 

enter the promised land.  Joshua had demonstrated that he trusted God and would follow God's leading.

Questions 7-9 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart

sheets for the group to work on in pairs.

*7. SDL God had made promises and taught the Israelites some lessons during their 40 

years in the desert.  Read Deuteronomy 7:22-24.  What promise did God make, and why?

God promised to drive out the people who were already in the land – with God on their side, the Israelites 

would win all the battles for the land.  

*8. SDL Read Deuteronomy 12:10.  What promise did God make and how do you think the 

Israelites felt about it?

That they would cross the Jordan (the river that separated the desert from the Promised Land) and settle in 

the land which God had given them, and then there would be no more battles (God would give them rest).  

They should have felt encouraged and confident.

*9. SDL Why was God doing this for the Israelite people? (Deuteronomy 14:2)

Because God had chosen these people to be his treasured possession and to be holy to God.  ('Holy' means 

'set apart' – set apart for God, to live godly lives and worship only God).

10. When Moses handed leadership over to Joshua, what did he remind Joshua and why? 

(Deuteronomy 31:7-8)

Moses reminded Joshua that God had promised to give him the land and that God was going with them and 

would never leave them.  He did this to give Joshua confidence in God, and to encourage him to trust God to 

keep his promises.
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*11. Read Deuteronomy 34:1 and 34:5.  What happened to Moses and what promised 

land did he enter?

Moses died (aged 120!).  He entered the promised land of heaven, not Canaan.  

nb. If someone challenges this, as Moses lived before Jesus, Hebrews 11 tells us that those who acted in 

faith in God before Jesus came, were 'commended for their faith' (Heb 11:39) and will be made perfect with 

us – this tells us that they are in heaven, and will rise from the dead when Jesus comes again.

*12. Read Deuteronomy 34:10-12.  What do you learn about Moses and where did he get 

his power from?  

There was no other prophet like him.  He knew God face to face.  He did miracles in Egypt (the plagues), he 

had mighty power.  His power was not his own, it was God's (v11 – God sent him to do these things).

*13. How was Jesus' power to do miracles different from Moses' power, and why is it 

important to understand this?

Jesus did miracles in his own power, because he was God.  Moses did miracles in the power that God gave 

him.  So Jesus could have done a miracle at any time, but Moses could only do one if God gave him the 

power.  It's very important that we understand this because Jesus' miracles demonstrate his divine identity – 

they really were Jesus' miracles, whereas Moses' miracles were really God's miracles, and should point us 

to God and not to Moses.

14. The Israelites spent 40 years wandering in the desert before they reached the 

promised land.  Do you know of anyone else in the Bible who spent time in the desert?

Jesus (and others).  Jesus spent 40 days in the desert, and then he was tempted by the devil (but didn't sin).

15. Sometimes we have 'desert experiences', when we feel far from God and feel we are 

wandering around aimlessly.  Read Deuteronomy 8:2.  Does this verse help you to 

understand why we sometimes feel far from God, even though we trust in Jesus?

The verse reminds us that God is in the desert with us, and is leading us, even though we are not where we 

want to be.  The Israelites were humbled and tested in the desert – to help them to see whether or not they 

would keep God's commands (God didn't need to test them to find out, he already knew the answer – they 

needed to go through it in order to find out for themselves).

16. What have you learnt about God during these studies on the life of Moses?

Try to focus on God's sovereignty and his concern for / action on behalf of his people.  God keeps his 

promises.
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How can I live according to these truths in my life?

20 minutes

*1.What is the main thing you will remember from these studies on the life of Moses?  How 

is this relevant to your life?

2. Do you feel that you are in a desert experience at the moment?  What Bible verses can 

you read to help you in this, and how can you stay close to God?

Try to lead them to verses from the Moses studies.  To stay close to God, we need to read his word, and talk 

to him / listen to him.  And it really helps to spend time with other Christians to read the Bible and pray, and 

to be encouraged by them.

*3. When you feel far from God, even though you trust in him, will verses like Deuteronomy 

8:2 and 31:6 comfort you and give you strength and encouragement to carry on?  

Consider marking them in your Bible, so you know where they are next time you feel this 

way.

Check out – with the group sitting in a semi circle go round and ask everyone, including 

leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell.
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Moses 7

Getting to the promised land!

1. What do you remember from the last study we did?

What does the passage say and mean?

2. Read Deuteronomy 1:2-3.  How long have the people been in the desert?  How long 

should it have taken them to do the journey across the desert from Egypt to Canaan?

3. Read Deuteronomy 3:23-24.  What has Moses learnt about God during his time in the 

desert?

4. Read Deuteronomy 3:25.  What did Moses want to see and what does he ask God to let 

him do?

5. God says no to Moses!  But there is a reason for this.  Read Numbers 20:2 and 20:8, 

then Numbers 20:11-12.  What did God tell Moses to do, and what did Moses do?  Why do 

you think God was angry about this?

6. Moses was not going to enter the promised land.  But God did let him see it 

(Deuteronomy 3:27).  Read Deuteronomy 3:28.  Who would lead the people into the land 

and why do you think God chose him (think about where we have met him before)?
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Questions 7-9 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. 

10. When Moses handed leadership over to Joshua, what did he remind Joshua and why? 

(Deuteronomy 31:7-8)

11. Read Deuteronomy 34:1 and 34:5.  What happened to Moses and what promised land 

did he enter?

12. Read Deuteronomy 34:10-12.  What do you learn about Moses and where did he get 

his power from?  

13. How was Jesus' power to do miracles different from Moses' power, and why is it 

important to understand this?

14. The Israelites spent 40 years wandering in the desert before they reached the 

promised land.  Do you know of anyone else in the Bible who spent time in the desert?

15. Sometimes we have 'desert experiences', when we feel far from God and feel we are 

wandering around aimlessly.  Read Deuteronomy 8:2.  Does this verse help you to 

understand why we sometimes feel far from God, even though we trust in Jesus?

16. What have you learnt about God during these studies on the life of Moses?
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How can I live according to these truths in my life?

1.What is the main thing you will remember from these studies on the life of Moses?  How 

is this relevant to your life?

2. Do you feel that you are in a desert experience at the moment?  What Bible verses can 

you read to help you in this, and how can you stay close to God?

3. When you feel far from God, even though you trust in him, will verses like Deuteronomy 

8:2 and 31:6 comfort you and give you strength and encouragement to carry on?  

Consider marking them in your Bible, so you know where they are next time you feel this 

way.
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