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Colossians 1 v 1-14

Strangers who share a Saviour — Leader’s version

For an hour study, just do the starred * questions

Check in — ask everyone, including leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about
studying the Bible today.

What does the passage say and mean?

90 minutes
*1. The book called ‘Colossians’ is actually a letter. Who is the letter from and to? (v1-2)

How are the people described?

From Paul (apostle of Christ Jesus) and Timothy (our brother) to the church (holy and faithful brothers) in
Colosse (modern day Turkey). This was a young church, planted by Epaphras. Explain to the group who
Paul was — he had been sent by the Jewish authorities to crush those who followed Jesus, so he was
responsible for the deaths of Christians. However, he came to believe in Christ himself, and then started to

share the gospel with other people.

*2. Read 4 v 18. Where was Paul when he wrote to this letter?

'In chains'. (Under house arrest, probably in Rome, chained to a Roman soldier 24/7. His crime was

preaching the gospel, which was against Roman law).

*3. Read 1 v 13. This verse is a summary of the gospel and therefore underlies the whole
letter. What has God done?

Rescued us* from the dominion (kingdom / power / ownership etc) of darkness (life without reference to God)
and brought us into the Kingdom of God (a spiritual kingdom in which Jesus rules and reigns and in which
we are promised eternal life). Jesus has redeemed us (paid for our sin) so that we can be forgiven and
belong to His Kingdom.

*Paul uses the word ‘us’ because he is writing to believers; this is not a universal statement.
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*4. SHOUT-OUT Read 1 v 3-8. Paul had not been to Colosse but Epaphras had told him

about the Colossian church (1 v 8). What has Paul been told?
They have faith in Jesus Christ, v4

They love God's people, v4

They have the hope of heaven, v5 (Biblical hope means a certainty, not a wish)
They have heard the truth (the gospel), v5-6

The gospel is bearing fruit and growing among them, v6

Paul trusts that Epaphras has been faithful as he shared the gospel, v7

The Holy Spirit is the source of their love, v8

*9

How do you think someone would describe the faith of your Bible

study group?
Try to identify positive and negative things and think about how these things

affect someone’s opinion of Jesus’followers.

*5. What does Paul do when he prays for this church, and why? (v3-4 and v9)
He thanks God for saving them and giving them the gift of love for other Christians, v3-4. He asks God to

show them His will by giving them spiritual wisdom and understanding (i.e. about Himself and their

relationship to Him).

?

Who do you think might thank God for your faith?
Whose faith do you thank God for?

Be careful that people don't start feeling sorry for themselves because no-one

thanks God for them. Tell them that you do (if it's true!l) and remind them of|
others who would be praying for them.

Encourage the group to think of one person to start thanking God for — perhaps
the person they are sat next to now. Remind them that Paul was specifically

thanking God that the Colossians knew God through Jesus. If some people in

the room are not Christians, be sensitive as you suggest this.

6. Read v5. What is the ‘hope stored up in heaven’?

(Biblical hope = hope fulfilled, i.e. ‘promise’)

The ‘hope’ is the fact of their salvation with the promise of greater blessings in eternity.

Paul has stated in v4 that they have faith in Christ and love for each other; in v5 he says that these spring

from their hope of eternity (assurance of salvation) in Christ.
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?

Are you confident of the hope stored up for you in heaven?

How does it give you comfort in your current situation?

If they’re not confident i.e. not assured of their salvation, take the opportunity to

explain the gospel again!

7. Read v6. What does Paul say is happening all over the world and how do you think he

felt about this?
The gospel was bearing fruit and growing. Paul must have been very excited and thankful for this. He had
been a major player in sharing the gospel in the known world but it was also reaching places, like Colosse,

where he had never been.

?

Do you think the gospel is bearing fruit in this prison?

How might you be more active in telling other people about Jesus?

Help them to think about people who are being saved and changed.

Questions 8-10 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. Let the group to work in pairs.

*8. SDL Read v9-12. What does Paul specifically pray for the Colossians in v9?
That the Colossian Christians would be filled with the knowledge of God'’s will, through all spiritual wisdom

and understanding.
Make sure the group understand that this refers to God filling them with the knowledge of His will — not to a

vague ‘spirituality’, mixing in other religions with Christianity or to people making up their own minds about

God'’s will / the meaning of His word etc.

*9. SDL Why does Paul pray they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will? (v10)

In order that they may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please Him in every way.

*10. SDL Read v10-12. From these verses, what does ‘a life worthy of the Lord’ look like?

Bearing fruit in good work
Growing in knowledge of God
Being strengthened by God so that can endure trouble and be patient in it

Giving joyful thanks to God
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*11. How do we get spiritual wisdom and understanding? (v9)

God gives it to us. Our involvement is by reading the Bible, the revealed word of God, which He has given to
us to show us what He is like, what we are like and how He has rescued us. We should not look for spiritual
wisdom and understanding from any other source than the revealed word of God. Visions, dreams and

prophecies are only to be interpreted in the light of their consistency with the Bible.

12. Why does it matter that we live a life ‘worthy of the Lord’? (v10)

In order to please Jesus. Remember that Jesus is our Lord, our King, our brother, our friend, someone we
love — all reasons to try to please Him!

(Make sure the group understand that living a life that pleases Jesus doesn't make us right with him — we live
godly lives because we are saved, not in order to be saved).

Think about what happens when people who say they are Christians behave in an ungodly manner (without

pointing any fingers!). What does this do for their reputation and Jesus’ reputation?

13. What do you think might have been going on in Colossae that Paul prayed for them to

have great endurance and patience (v11)?

It implies that they were suffering persecution for their faith or that heresy was being taught (both).

14. Read v12-14. Why does Paul feel so close to strangers that he prays these things for

them?

Because they have all been saved by the same Saviour from the same judgement into the same inheritance.

*

Is there someone you can start to pray for, even though you don't
know them?

You may like to share about persecuted people groups or countries where the
church is currently growing.

| would advise that you don't give any names of individuals to prisoners or any

printed literature with source information on.

Check out — ask everyone, including leaders, how they found the study and if they are

safe to go back to the cell.
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Colossians 1 v 1-14

Strangers who share a Saviour

What does the passage say and mean?

1. The book called ‘Colossians’ is actually a letter. Who is the letter from and to? (v1-2)

How are the people described?

2. Read 4 v 18. Where was Paul when he wrote to this letter?

3. Read 1 v 13. This verse is a summary of the gospel and therefore underlies the whole
letter. What has God done?

4. Read 1 v 3-8. Paul had not been to Colosse but Epaphras had told him about the
Colossian church (1 v 8). What has Paul been told?

?

How do you think someone would describe the faith of your Bible

study group?
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5. What does Paul do when he prays for this church, and why? (v3-4 and v9)

?

Who do you think might thank God for your faith?

Whose faith do you thank God for?

6. Read v5. What is the ‘hope stored up in heaven’?

?

Are you confident of the hope stored up for you in heaven?

How does it give you comfort in your current situation?

7. Read v6. What does Paul say is happening all over the world and how do you think he
felt about this?

?

Do you think the gospel is bearing fruit in this prison?

How might you be more active in telling other people about Jesus?
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8. SDL Read v9-12. What does Paul specifically pray for the Colossians in v9?

9. SDL Why does Paul pray they would be filled with the knowledge of God’s will? (v10)

10. SDL Read v10-12. From these verses, what does ‘a life worthy of the Lord’ look like?

11. How do we get spiritual wisdom and understanding? (v9)

12. Why does it matter that we live a life ‘worthy of the Lord? (v10)

13. What do you think might have been going on in Colossae that Paul prayed for them to
have great endurance and patience (v11)?

14. Read v12-14. Why does Paul feel so close to strangers that he prays these things for

them?

?

Is there someone you can start to pray for, even though you don't

know them?
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