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Words 

James 3 v 1-12 – Leader’s version 

 

Check in – ask everyone how they are and how they feel about studying the Bible today. 

 

1. Can you summarise the last study we did in James? 

‘Faith without deeds is dead’ (James 2 v 26). Our lives should reflect our faith. 

James is now moving on to think about how our words reflect our hearts. 

 

2. Read James 3 v 1-2. Why do you think teachers of Scripture will be judged ‘more 

strictly’? 

Because of the responsibility to teach Scripture faithfully.  

NB ‘judged more strictly’ refers to the judgment of the work of a believer, 1 Cor 3 v 12-15, not the final 

judgment, the outcome of which is already known!  

 

3. Read 2 Corinthians 4 v 2. How should the word of God be taught? What do you think 

this means in practice? 

Without any ‘secret or shameful’ ways (manipulation, threats etc), without deceit or distortion (adding bits, 

taking bits away, twisting the Word to make it more palatable etc) and setting forth the truth plainly. 

 

4. Read 2 Corinthians 4 v 5. What message should we be sharing (and hearing)?  

The message about Christ, not about ourselves.  

If we hear a preacher whose message is primarily about how wonderful they are, or their ministry is, or 

teaching anything against what the Bible says, we need to consider whether they are a reliable teacher of 

Scripture. We should measure all teaching by God’s word. 
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Questions 5-6 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. Let the group work in pairs. 

5. SDL Read James 3 v 3-5. What is James’ point as he writes about horse-bits, rudders 

and sparks? 

A very small thing can have a huge effect. The tongue is a very small muscle, but can do a lot of damage. 

Ask if anyone has a sharable example of significant damage done by words. 

 

6. SDL Why do you think James says that the tongue corrupts the whole body (v6)? 

What we say can get our whole body into trouble and lead us into actions that are wrong. For example, one 

small lie leads to another, one unguarded word can destroy a relationship or a career. 

 

7. SHOUT-OUT What kinds of talk can we use our tongues for? 

List their suggestions on the flip-chart in two columns to show good and bad use of words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Read James 3 v 7-8. Why can’t we tame our tongue? 

Our words and thoughts reveal what is in our heart. We can’t change in in our own strength because we are 

sinners. As we seek to follow Jesus faithfully, with the help of the Holy Spirit, our words and actions will start 

to change, becoming more like His. 

 

9. Read James 3 v 11-12. On a purely physical level, what is James’ point?  

The taste of the water defines its source and the fruit defines the tree. 

 

 

? 
How can you tell whether a church, or individual, is teaching the 

Bible faithfully? 

We need to measure their teaching by the Bible. Encourage them to question 

the speaker / teacher gently when appropriate. 

(There are some things in the Bible that are secondary issues about which 

Christians legitimately disagree, (e.g. freewill & predestination)). 

? 
‘Sticks and stones will break my bones, but words will never hurt 

me.’ Is this true? Why?  
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10. Now read James 3 v 9-10. How does this link into verses 11-12? 

Using our tongue to praise God and curse people is hypocritical. As with the spring and the tree being 

identified by the water and the fruit, our words reveal our hearts. Our language should honour God, whether 

we are in church, Bible study, on the wing, on the street, out with the boys, at home with mum, etc. 

Honourable language is not to be reserved for inside a church building or in the presence of Christians or 

your mum; that is just respecting the place or the people, it’s not obedience to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out – ask everyone how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the 

cell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

? 
We also use words in our minds and on our screens. We 

fantasize, have thoughts of revenge, self-pity etc. We post online 

and in emails and texts. How does this challenge you? 

? 
What was the biggest challenge to you from today’s study? 
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