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Moses 2
1 Pharaoh & 10 plagues — Leaders version

For a one hour study, just do the starred * questions

Check in — with the group sitting in a semi-circle go round and ask everyone, including
leaders, how they are and how they're feeling about studying the Bible today.

1. What do you remember about Moses from the last study?

You may like to use a flip-chart and do this question as a group shout-out. Write down wrong answers too,
and at the end of the shout-out, circle the right answers. Make sure you include that Moses was a

murderer and that God called him to do something for him.

What does the passage say and mean?

60 minutes
*2. Read Exodus 5 v 1-2. What do Moses and his brother Aaron do and what does
Pharaoh say?

They ask Pharaoh to let the Israelites leave, but Pharaoh says no.

*3. Compare Exodus 3 v 10 and 5 v 22-23. Why do you think Moses is doubting God?

Because he can't see any results. He knows God sent him and God promised to save the people, but

nothing seems to be happening.

*4. What did God say he would do in Exodus 6 v 6-8?

He said that he will free the Israelites with an outstretched arm (i.e. with a demonstration of power) and with
acts of judgement. God would take the Israelites to be his and he would be their God. And he would take

them to the land he had promised to their forefathers (Genesis 17 v 8).

5. How did the Israelites respond in Exodus 6 v 9 and how did Moses respond in Exodus 6
vi2and7v6?
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The Israelites don't listen — it's implied that they can't because their situation is so bad. Moses questions God

but ultimately obeys him.

6. In Exodus 7 v 8-12, God performs a miracle through Aaron to make a point. What is the
miracle and what is the point?

Aaron'’s staff becomes a snake and swallows up the magician's snakes, showing that God is stronger than

Pharaoh or magic.

7. How do you think Moses felt when he saw this miracle happen?

8. SHOUT-OUT God sent 10 plagues on Israel — how many of them can you name?

Questions 9-11 are SELF-DIRECTED QUESTIONS. You need to write them on flip-chart
sheets for the group to work on in pairs.

Depending on the size of the group, give each pair enough plagues so that all 10 are finally reported.

*9. SDL Read the following and identify the plagues
All from Exodus: 1. 7v 17-18,2.8v2,3.8v 16,4.8v21,5.9v6,6.9v 10,7.9v 18,8. 10v 4, 9. 10v 21,
10.11v 5

*10. SDL What was the reason for the plagues? (Exodus 7v 5 & 10 v 2)

That the Israelites (and the Egyptians) would know that God is God and would pass the account on to their

descendants, so that future generations would remember too.

*11. SDL In what 2 ways did Pharaoh respond to the plagues? (9 v 27 and 11 v 10)

After some plagues we are told that Pharaoh admitted he had sinned. But his repentance was limited and he
was soon up to his old tricks. After most of the plagues, we are told that his heart was hardened and he

would not let the people go. Sadly for Pharaoh, each plague was an opportunity for him to seek God's mercy,
and he missed it every time. (If the group ask why God hardened Pharaoh's heart, see 7 v 3-5 — ultimately so

that God's name would be glorified and his people freed).

*12. What do you notice happens in Exodus 9 v 20, the plague of hail, and why do you
think this happens?

Some Egyptian officials take God's warning seriously and hurry to protect their livestock. People are starting

to realise that Pharaoh isn't going to win this one — they are recognising the power and authority of God.
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13. Do you find it easy or hard to read about of the plagues on Egypt?

People find it hard to hear that God sent plagues on people. This is not an easy discussion, especially if
someone is being quite militant about it in the group! However, the God of the OT is the same God as in the
NT — don't forget this as you discuss what's going on! In the OT, we see God's judgement in action in a way
that protects his chosen people — he judges the unbelievers in order to provide for the believers (shaky as

their faith may be at times in Exodus!).

*14. If you were an lsraelite, how do you think you would be feeling by the end of the first 9
plagues?
In awe of God? Afraid? Protected (God who is bringing these plagues is doing it for your benefit and

protecting your people from some of them e.g. 9 v 4). Wondering what's going to happen next?

15. Why do you think God chose Moses to do this work for him?

There was nothing special about Moses — God didn't choose him because he was gifted at speaking or
challenging Pharaohs — although we know he was a 'fine child’ (Exodus 2 v 2) and we know that God
prepared him to do this work. No specific reason is given in Exodus, however, Acts 7 v 20 and Hebrews 11 v

23 tell us he was 'no ordinary child', whatever that means...

*16. Moses is a shadow of a greater person who would rescue people from slavery. Who

should Moses remind us of?

Jesus! He has rescued us from slavery to sin, through his death and resurrection.

How can | live according to these truths in my life?

20 minutes
*1. In Exodus 5 v 22-23, Moses doubts that God will deliver on his promise. When you
pray, do you trust or doubt God? What happens if time passes and you haven't seen an

answer?
An opportunity to discuss answered and 'unanswered' prayer. God always answers prayer — but his answer

may be 'no’ or ‘wait'.

2.In 6 v 9, the Israelites didn't listen to God's promise to free them from slavery, because
their situation was so bad that they just couldn't hear him. Next time you're in a bad

situation, how will you help yourself to keep listening to God?
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*3. During the plagues, we read that Pharaoh 'hardened his heart' and would not listen to
God. Have you ever done the same, or are you doing it now? What do you need to do if
you are hardening your heart today?

Check out — with the group sitting in a semi-circle go round and ask everyone, including
leaders, how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the cell.
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Moses 2
1 Pharaoh & 10 plagues

1. What do you remember about Moses from the last study?

What does the passage say and mean?
2. Read Exodus 5 v 1-2. What do Moses and his brother Aaron do and what does Pharaoh

say?

3. Compare Exodus 3v 10 and 5 v 22-23. Why do you think Moses is doubting God?

4. What did God say he would do in Exodus 6 v 6-87

5. How did the Israelites respond in 6 v 9 and how did Moses respondin6v 12 and 7 v 6?

6. In Exodus 7 v 8-13, God performs a miracle through Aaron to make a point. What is the
miracle and what is the point?

7. How do you think Moses felt when he saw this miracle happen?

8. SHOUT-OUT God sent 10 plagues on Israel — how many of them can you name?
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9. Read the following and identify the plagues
All from Exodus:
.7v17-18
.8v2

.8v16
.8v21

.9v6

.9v10
.9v18
.10v4

.10 v 21
10.11v5
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10. What was the reason for the plagues? (Exodus 7v5 & 10 v 2)

11. In what 2 ways did Pharaoh respond to the plagues? (9 v 27 and 11 v 10)

12. What do you notice happens in 9 v 20, the plague of hail, and why do you think this
happens?

13. Do you find it easy or hard to read about of the plagues on Egypt?

14. If you were an Israelite, how do you think you would be feeling by the end of the first 9

plagues?

15. Why do you think God chose Moses to do this work for him?
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16. Moses is a shadow of a greater person who would rescue people from slavery. Who
should Moses remind us of?

How can | live according to these truths in my life?

1. In Exodus 5 v 22-23, Moses doubts that God will deliver on his promise. When you pray,
do you trust or doubt God? What happens if time passes and you haven't seen an

answer?

2. In 6 v 9, the Israelites didn't listen to God's promise to free them from slavery, because
their situation was so bad that they just couldn't hear him. Next time you're in a bad
situation, how will you help yourself to keep listening to God?

3. During the plagues, we read that Pharaoh 'hardened his heart' and would not listen to
God. Have you ever done the same, or are you doing it now? What do you need to do if
you are hardening your heart today?
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