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Who is the Holy Spirit?

Leader’s version

For an hour study, just do the starred * questions

Check in — ask everyone how they are and how they feel about studying the Bible today.

*1. SHOUT OUT What do you know about the Holy Spirit?

Write what they say on the flip-chart without commenting, (unless something is completely wrong).

*2. Read Romans 8 v 9. What descriptions are given of the Holy Spirit?
The ‘Spirit of God’ and the ‘Spirit of Christ’.

Father
There is only one God. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit exist in
Trinity. All are fully God and none can be isolated from Trinity. The three ‘persons’ are
@ one in their essential nature. The Trinity is a relationship of love and community within
that one-ness. This is very difficult to wrap your head around and this is one time where

maths doesn'’t help! There is no simple explanation of the Trinity!

Son Holy Spirit

*3. Read John 14 v 26 and John 16 v 7. Who sends the Holy Spirit?

God the Father and God the Son.
Father

One of the primary purposes of the Holy Spirit is to manifest (show, reveal) God’s
presence in this period between Jesus’ resurrection and His return.

@ The Father, Son and Spirit are equal in deity, but the Son and Spirit are
subordinate (therefore obedient) in their role. Thus the Father sends the Son,

and the Father and Son send the Spirit etc.

Son 3 Holy Spirit

Advocate (NIV) — one who speaks on your behalf. Their words are your words. e.g. your legal representative

in court is your advocate.
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*4. Read Galatians 4 v 6. To whom is the Holy Spirit sent?

To the ‘sons’ of God i.e. those who believe and trust in Christ. (The Holy Spirit works in unbelievers to lead

them to faith, see John 16 v 8, but lives in believers). This verse includes all 3 members of the Trinity.

*5. Read 1 Corinthians 6 v 19. How does the Bible describe a person who has the Holy

Spirit living in them?

A temple of God. The OT Temple was the place where people met with God. In the NT the individual believer

is a temple, because God is in them. The church, as a group of believers, is also described as God’s temple,

1 Cor3v 16-17.

*9

harm etc.

As a believer in Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit living in you, you
are God's temple. How does this change the way you see yourself
and treat your body?

Encourage discussion on. drugs, alcohol, promiscuity, self-worth, smoking, self-

Question 6 is a SELF-DIRECTED QUESTION. Let the group work in pairs.
*6. SDL Read the following passages to find out some of the roles of the Holy Spirit.

John 14 v 26 To teach and remind us = to help us understand what Jesus / the Bible teaches us
and to remember it

John16v 8 Slightly complicated wording meaning that the Holy Spirit works in our hearts before
we believe to show us our sin / sinfulness and the righteousness available through
the death of Christ and the defeat of Satan

John 16 v 13 Guide us into truth / ‘tell you what is yet to come’ (the latter may be specifically for
the 11 disciples, some of whom would be responsible for writing Scripture)

Acts1v 8 Gives us the power we need to share the gospel effectively

Romans 8 v 11

Raises us to eternal life (this is clearer in ESV than NIV)

Romans 8 v 16

Testifies that we are God's children

Romans 8 v 26

Helps us in our weakness. Prays for us

1 Corinthians 2 v
13-14

Helps us to understand spiritual realities

Galatians 5 v 22-
23

Helps us to change such that our character reflects that of God

Ephesians 1 v 13-
14

A seal (of ownership) and a deposit (down-payment) guaranteeing our inheritance
(of the full manifestation of God’s presence in the new creation)
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7. SHOUT-OUT Look again at the list of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5 v 22-23. In
what ways can you see these things starting to happen in your life, since you've trusted in
Jesus?

Explain: all Christians are given all the fruit of the Spirit, in process of growth in that fruit (this is different to
the gifts of the Spirit, one or some of which are given to an individual).

Try to encourage everyone to say something — if they trust in Jesus, something must be changing, but they

may not have the self-worth to admit it or see it. You may need to help individuals to think of things — good

deeds they have done, fights / arguments they didn't get into, inner peace etc.

Question 8 is a SELF-DIRECTED QUESTION. Let the group work in pairs.
*8 SDL Read the verses and find the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to believers.

Explain: having specific gifts is not proof we are saved; we know we are saved if we believe and trust that
Jesus' death in our place is effective. Remind them that we do not all have all the gifts (but we do all receive
all the fruit).

Romans 12 v 6-8 Prophecy, serving, teaching, encouraging others, giving, leading, showing mercy

1Cor12v 8-10 Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing
between spirits (recognising false spirits and evil spirits), speaking in tongues,

interpreting tongues.

1 Cor 12 v 27-28 | Apostles (the people who met the risen Jesus, many of whom wrote the Bible),
prophets, teachers, miracle workers, gifts of healing, helping, guidance / admin,

speaking in tongues.

*9. What does 1 Corinthians 12 v 4-6 tell us about gifts from the Holy Spirit?

There are different gifts to equip us for different kinds of service, but one Spirit who gives them. The
application of this is that we should use the gifts we have, and not be jealous of people who have different
gifts. We have our gift in order to equip us do what God wants us to do; others have a different gift in order to

fulfil a different role.

*10. What does Ephesians 4 v 11-13 tell us about spiritual gifts?
Another list of gifts; this one includes evangelists. The purpose of spiritual gifts is to build up the church and
individuals into unity and maturity in our faith in Jesus. (1 Cor 12 v 7 says the same).

?

Do you recognise any spiritual gifts in yourself or in other people in the room? In what

ways can you use these gifts to the benefit of this group?
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11. Read Acts 2 v 1-4. What happens here and what is the significance of it?

The Holy Spirit is given to the disciples and those with them. This was the first time the Holy Spirit was given
to the disciples after Jesus' death, resurrection and ascension. The disciples were already believers (Acts 1 v
14): the gift of tongues was not evidence of salvation, but a gift to use in service. They were given the gift to
speak in languages the people in the crowd spoke. This is important because it meant that people from
'every nation under heaven' heard God speaking to them.

(‘What seemed to be tongues of fire’ settled on each person. The imagery of fire harks back to the image of
God'’s glory filling the Temple in 2 Chronicles 7 v 1-2, or the fuel-less fire in Exodus 3. Believers themselves

are the new ‘temple’ of God; God is present in believers).

12. Read Acts 4 v 31. Peter and John have just been released from prison and are in

danger. Many of the people here were present in Acts 2 v 1-4. What happens and what

does it tell us?

The group of believers prayed and were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. We
know they were already filled with the Spirit in Acts 2. Once the Spirit is in you, He won't leave. In Acts 4 v 31
we see another filling, equipping them for a specific event, in this case, to withstand persecution and share

the gospel. This shows us that sometimes the Holy Spirit gives a specific gift for the situation we're in.

?

List the three main things you have learnt today.

Check out — ask everyone how they found the study and if they are safe to go back to the

cell.
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Who is the Holy Spirit?

1. What do you know about the Holy Spirit?

What does the passage say and mean?

2. Read Romans 8 v 9. What descriptions are given of the Holy Spirit?

3. Read John 14 v 26 and John 16 v 7. Who sends the Holy Spirit?

4. Read Galatians 4 v 6. To whom is the Holy Spirit sent?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 6 v 19. How does the Bible describe a person who has the Holy

Spirit living in them?
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*
As a believer in Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit living in you, you
are God's temple. How does this change the way you see yourself

and treat your body?

6. Read the following passages to find out some of the roles of the Holy Spirit.

John 14 v 26

John16v 8

John 16 v 13

Acts1v 8

Romans 8 v 11

Romans 8 v 16

Romans 8 v 26

1 Corinthians 2 v 13-
14

Galatians 5 v 22-23

Ephesians 1 v 13-14
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7. Look again at the list of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5 v 22-23. In what ways can

you see these things starting to happen in your life, since you've trusted in Jesus?

8. Read the verses and find the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to believers.

Romans 12 v 6-8

1Cor12v8-10

1Cor12v 27-28

9. What does 1 Corinthians 12 v 4-6 tell us about gifts from the Holy Spirit?

10. What does Ephesians 4 v 11-13 tell us about spiritual gifts?

11. Read Acts 2 v 1-4. What happens here and what is the significance of it?

12. Read Acts 4 v 31. Peter and John have just been released from prison and are in

danger. Many of the people here were present in Acts 2 v 1-4. What happens and what

does it tell us?

?

List the three main things you have learnt today.
1.
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